
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by 



Google 



rr /v^f^ '^y 



\ 



Harvard College 
Library 



1 

1 
1 
1 
1 



FROM THE FUND BEQUEATHED BY 

Archibald Gary Coolidge 

Class of 1^7 

PROFESSOR OF HISTORY 
1908-1928 

DIRECTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

1910-1928 



i 



i 



1 



M- ""^ 



Digitized by 



G( >ogle 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 






ESCAPE FROM FRANCE. 



NARRATIVE 

OF 

. THE HARDSHIPS AND SUFFERINGS 
o» 

SEVERAL BRITISH SUBJECTS 

who' 
EFFECTED THlEIR ESCAPE 

FROM 

VERDUN. 

WITH 

AN APPENDIX, 

COMTAIinNe 

oBisiErAnovs ok tbb^ pouct akd cokouct of buokapartk 

TOWARDS BRITISH SirBJECTS. 



LONDON: 

FlIKTBD FOR YBRlTOBy HOOD^ AMD Stf ARPB, 31, POVtTBY ; AHO* 
P. SILB| EOlHBUB^S. 

1811* 



Digitized by 



Google 



Pr IH^i. 1'^ 



■'■)-' 



harvardX 

lUNIVERSITYJ 
LIBRARY 
FEB 15 1945 I 



W. Bell and Ck>» Printen» St* Johnfi 8giuure« London^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



PREFACE. 



X HE- materials from which the following nar- 
ratives are composled, I received from two gen- 
tlemen who made their escape frrfm France. 
•They are boih in the employment of tTie East 
India Company ; the one in the naval service, 
the other in the medical department. They are 
now in thte East Indies. They are men 6f re- 
spectable 'characters ; I have a sincere esteem 
for them, and I am particularly anxioUs, that, if 
either the narratives or appendix should incur 
any censure, it may fall solely on me. 

I have no claim to the character of a poli- 
tician, because my inclination never led me to 
the study of politics, yet one merit I claim— -in- 
stead of writing, which I -cQuld have done, a 
volume, I have only wrote an appendix. 

Though I give up my character as a politician, 
I wish to defend my can<^ur as a man. In re- 
viewing a distant island through a glass, you 
describe, after careful attention, the objects as 
they appear to you. You may be mistaken, yet 
your description, while it proceeds from the 
conviction of truth, is related with the sim- 
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plicity of candour. Such predsely is my case 
with respect to the app ea di x. 

It was my intentaon to have given to the ap- 
pendix thd wdet and connection of a wl^le^ 
but this I found inconvenient I then resolved 
to divide it into chapta^i but this also was ixH 
consistent witli the limits which I had pre*' 
scribed to myself. Th^ appendix may there-* 
fore be considered as notes, the substance of 
which could not be conveniently introdttced into 
the narrative. This, it is hoped, 'will be deemed 
an apology for the seeming want of aixatnge^ 
ment 
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NARRATIVE 

OP AN 

ESCAPE FROM FRANCE 

IN 1808. 



v-In a voyage from Indiay while approachiag 
our native country, and a^ticjpating theple^sur^ 
of meeting the friends, whom we love and r^ 
sj^ect, an enemy's vessel bore down v^pon us. 
Our voyage had cpmmenoed in the time of 
peace, yet we prepared for action, for a British 
commas^der, though he cannot save his vessel^ 
can save his honour. On a nearer approach how^ 
ever, the jenemy appeared so superior to us ifli 
strength, that a contest would have .been th^ 
sacrifice of some valuable lives, without even 
affprding us an opportunity to display our cou^ 
rage — we accordingly surrendered^ and were car- 
ried into France. 

I remained some years a prisoner; hope sooth- 
ed me with the expectation of liberty, but at 
length hope failed, for I could perceive no ter- 

B 
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2 KAREATIVE OF AN . 

mination to my captivity. Separated from my 
friends, and deprived of all coitimunicatioQ with 
my native coimtry, I saw with silent regret, that 
the best years of my life were passing away in 
useless inactivity. Among my countrymen I 
had formed a circle of valuable friends, and we 
passed our time as pleasantly as our situation 
would admit, but nothing could reconcile me to 
my condition, for nothing can compensate the 
want of liberty. 

I often met with three of my most intimate 
friends, and our conversation frequently turned 
upon our situation. Those who began life with 
tis, were rising in their scveral.profesrsions, white 
we were doomed to linger in captivity: Our 
minds often reverted to the scenes of our early 
life, we often thought of those with whom every 
pleasing idea is associated^ and every recollec- 
tion served to encrease our regret. We felt aa 
ardent desire to regain our liberty ; the senti* 
ment wholly occupied our thoughts, and we pro* 
posed to effect our escape. 

The dan^rs and difficulties which opposed 
our design were great and numerous. No per* 
son in France can travel even from one village 
to another without a passport We had to pas$ 
over a large tract of country, and every wood and 
road are traversed by armed men; besides we 
well knew that were we to fail in the attempt, a 
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ESCAPE FROH FRANCE. 3 

cruel and rigorous confinement, in a dung0on^ 
would be our punishment But we had formed 
our resolution, it was unconquerable, and the 
dangers which we foresaw, served only to inspire 
us with that firmness which is equal to every 
event. 

Did we violate our honoujr by breaking of 
parole ? To a British officer honour is dearer than 
life ; he will rather perish in exile, than disgrace 
himself and his country. Had we acted contra- 
ry to honour, would officers of rank in the seve- 
ral countries, through which we passed, have 
applauded our attempt? Would our own govern- 
' ment and the India Company have received us 
with kindness, and conferred on us promotion? 
The fact is, the confinement of those under the 
rank of captain in the army, had become so ri- 
gorous, that we considered ourselves no longer 
on parole, and we made representations to this 
effect, but without, redrdsisi* 

We w^re ordered twice a day to appear before 
a municipal officer, in order to subscribe our 
names in a book, for the inspection of the go- 
vernor. . One day we missed the muster, and as 
a punishment for our absence we were sent to 
the convent of the citadel. In this place, after 
mature deliberation, we determined to put our 
plan in execution. The attempt was arduous. 
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4 NAUEATtVK 01^ AK 

but difficulties which excite our firmnesS) e:tcite 
also our ingenuity. 

The first drcumstanee that demapded our at- 
tention, was to reconnoitre our situation, then 
lay down a plan, and afterwards consider whe- 
ther the means we could command were equal 
to its accomplishment. 

Tlie convent in which we were confined is 
adjoining to an old church, and both are sur- 
rounded by a wall ten feet high. Sentries were 
placed at a small distance from one another, both 
within and without the wall, and soldiers were 
stationed all round the ramparts. ^Thus we had 
to elude the vigilance of three cirbles of armed 
men. In the convent there were many priso(ners 
whose characters we did not know, and hence 
we deemed it imprudent to admit them to be- 
come ptivy to our design. Besides these ob- 
stacles, we had to break out of our prision, scale 
the wail which surrounded it, and what was no 
less arduous, we had to descend the ramparts. 

We sent provisions into a neighbouring wood; 
we procured, not without some difficulty, ropes, 
saws, and several other articles, which we deem- 
ed requisite to our plan, and then we anticipated 
with calm resolution, the eventfiil hour which 
was to restore us to liberty. 

We surveyed our prison, and after due con- 
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ESCAPE PROM FBAKCE. # 

aultation, we determined to cut a; pa$Mge 
through a door which led from the qouveut into 
the church. — But how was this to be accom^ 
plished? The least noise, during the stillness of 
the night, would have betrayed us, either to our 
fellow prisoners, or to the centinels ; we therer 
fore resolved to effect our purpose during the 
day, and thus we arranged and executed our 
plan. One of us was appointed to cut away 
with his saw a passages ; to the other two was 
assigned the task of amusiilg the people in the 
prison, while I repaired to the window and playr 
ed on my flute. A centinel approached me — I 
amused him with some Scottish airs, which he 
repeatedly declared were most charming. Aoo* 
ther soldier, a native of Swisserland, next ad* 
vanced towards the window. I played one of 
his national airs ; he was moved; his eye gli^t^^ 
ed with a tear---like me he was an exile, and 
like me he longed to tf^gain his native country. 
In the course of half an hour my companions re« 
joined me,* and whispered that the business was 
completed. The piece which was cut out of the 
door was carefully replaced, and, in order to 
avoid detection, the seams were filled up with 
candle grease. 

With minds agitated hy hope and fear, we 
looked forward to the evening. The commence-^ 
ment of our enterprize had been auspicious, but 
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6 IfARIlATlVE m AV 

would the issue be successful? The question 
was important, and much it engaged our atten*^ 
tion. When we considered the journey which 
we had to make through an enemy's country, 
we c?early perceived the difficulties we had to 
encounter; but when we looked forward to our 
native country, hope animated our courage. A 
short time before our attempt, three young men 
determined to escape; but in lowering them- 
selves from the ramparts the rope broke, and 
, they were precipitated to the ground : one was 
killed, another fractured his limb, and the third 
was somewhat bruised, A gunner of a frigate 
who was also weary of his confinement, resolved 
to make an attempt to regain his liberty. He 
had a child — the little boy would retard his 
flight; but could he leave him behind ? Parental 
affection could not admit of the question. The 
father took the little boy upon his back, and at- 
tempted to escape, but he was retaken and 
thrown into prison. The brave man persisted in 
his determination ; he committed his child to 
the humanity of British officers, and laid a plan 
to break from his confinement. The centinels 
who guarded him knew of his design, but they 
concealed their knowledge of it till the poor 
fellow had reached the ground, and then they 
cut him down. 
'Flie evening which we so impatiently e^^- 
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ESCAPE FEOM FRANCS. 7 

pected, at length arrived. .The national guards 
eyery two hours during the night, visited our 
apartments, in order to see whether we w^re in 
bed. Their first visit was at eleven o'clock; im- 
mediately after their departure we slipt out of 
bed, glided on tiptoe to the door, cautiously rcr 
moved the piece that had been cut out, and 
made our way into the church. It was full of, 
timber, and the night being dark, our progress 
was rgndered extremely difficult. While we 
were groping our way, a plank which we over- 
turned fell with a crashing cioise; we,starte<i " 
and paused in painful suspense. The centinel 
who he^rd the noise challenged us; his voice 
struck us with alarm, and we remained silent 
and fixed to the spot, waiting, almost in hope* 
less anxiety, the issue of the event. In the 
course of a few minutes all was again still, and 
we advanced to a window from which we pro- 
posed to. descend ; but we found, to our extreme 
disappointment, that we could not reach it 
within four feet, even when one of us stood 
upon ,the shoulders of anpthen We r^ms^ned 
for a few minutes in silence — for what could be 
4one ? Were we to abandon an enterpriz^ which 
had so successfully commepced ? Were we to 
relinquish the hope of revisiting our native coun- 
try, and submit to more severe confinement? 
In tins painful dilemma one of my companions 
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8 NARRATIVE OF AN 

Stumbled on an old image of the virgin ; we re- 
joiced in the discovery; for by its aid we 
mounted to the window. The ropes were fixed 
to one of the bars ;- we cautiously descended, and 
found ourselves close to two centinds; not a 
whisper could we utter, for the least noise would 
have discovered us. 

The wall which surrounded the church was 
the next obstacle to our progress. We softly 
approached it, and found it was cover^ with 
loose tiles, which projected one foot from the 
wall ; these were carefully removed, and with- 
out any accident we reached the other side* 
We now took a few moments to breathe, and in 
a whisper felicitated ourselves on the success 
which had hitherto attended us. Neither the 
time, nor our impatience, however would admit 
of deWy ; the ramparts were to be descended^ 
we prepared our Tojies, and proceeded towards 
them. With extreme caution we set foF¥^r4 
yet on turning the comer of a small building, 
we caifie full upon' a centinel, who hailed us — 
we shrunk back, hastily entered the govemor'iB 
garden, and running across it, came to a wall 
which on the side towards us was only three 
feet high. .1 was the first who approached it, 
and imagining that the height of both sides 
were equal, I vaulted over it, and to my asto- 
nishment, fell about twenty-five feet I had 
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ESCAPE FEOM FEANCE. 9 

not time to warn my companions, who quickly 
following me, soon lay by my side. We ro8e> 
and after recovering from. our surprise, found 
that a few bruises were all the injury we had 
yistained. 

Our courage rose with our difficulties, and 
with calm resolution we advanced to the ram- 
parts, and clambered to the top of them. A cen,- 
try box stood in our way, against which a 90I- 
^ier was leaning, in the attitude of a person 
sleeping. We concealed ourselves, and made a 
small noise; he did not stir;, we gently ap- 
proached him from behind, and on listening wc 
perceived by his breathing that he was really 
asleep. We softly passed him, while from our 
hearts we wished him a sound repose, and gained 
the outer wall. We had now arrived at the 
most difficult and arduous part of our undertak- 
ing. The ramparta were approached ; we 6xed 
our rope, and without a moment's delay prepared 
for our descent It was agreed that I should be 
the first to descend ; I accordingly took hold of 
4he jope, while the wof thy fellows, my com- 
panions, looked on with anxiotis suspense. I 
began to lower myself down, but the rope was 
so very small that I could not possibly retain 
-my hold, and I fell at least fifty feet. My left 
ancle was very badly sprained; the danger how- 
ever of my friends made me insensible to pain, 
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10 . KARRATlVi; OF AlT . . 

and I instantly called to them to pullup the rop^ 
and knot it at small distances, in order to ren- 
der the hold more secure. They did so, yet 
they fell from a considerable height, and though 
I endeavoured to break their fall, the last whj 
descended wa? severely bruised. Misfortune 
united us in friendship, and had any of us met 
our death at the bottom of the walls, liberty to 

. the survivors would have been embittered by re- 
gret. The most anxious enquiries were ad- 

' dressed to my companion, but I, without assist- 
ance, was wholly unable to reach a place of se- 
curity. For a moment we turned round to view 
through the obscurity of night those ramparts 
which we never wished again to behold. We 
then moved forward, our eyes peering through 
the darkness, while our ears were attentive to 
the least sound, and in this 'manner we gained 
by break of day the wood where we had con- 
cealed our provisions. 

The da\m was beautiful; the sun rose in 
splendour, while all nature seemed to rejoice in 
his approach, yet nature smiled not on us, for 
bur minds were inaccessible to such pleasure. 
Night only could favour our escape, and for the 
first time in our lives, we felt that the rays pf 
the sun were unpleasant. Concealment was ne-f 
cessary, for the peasants would soon be abroad 
at their labour. After securing our provisions 
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ESCAPE FROM FRANCE* 11 

we penetrated into a thicket, which promised 
complete safety, and there threw ourselves 
down upon the grass. The attention of my 
companions was immediately directed to my 
^ncle, which was severely swelled, and in their 
commiseration for me, they seemed to forgrt 
the danger of our situation. One of our party, 
a medical man, bled my ancle, and used all the 
means in his power to reduce the swelling. 

When we are engaged in any arduous enter- 
prise, how anxiously do we anticipate the issue 
and often by dwelling on, the issue, which heh 
longs not to us, we neglect the means which 
only are in our power. This, however, was not 
the case with us, we looked round, and used 
every precaution to render our retreat secure 
from search. Our minds, aft^r this business was 
completed, reverted to our situation, and though 
we knew not but that the sun which shone upon 
us, might light us to our prison, hope was ever 
predominant. We declined not to talk of our 
dangers, but we talked of them not as cowards, 
but as men who were resolved to encounter 
them. While we were engaged in discourse we 
heard the alarm guns fired from the ramparts. 
Whenever it is ascertained that prisoners have 
made their escape, the ^uns are fired to an- 
nounce the event to the peasants, who imme- 
diately sally into the woods in search of the 
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12 KAERATIVE OF AW 

poor fellows, and receive a guinea for every one 
they seize. Our ideas received a new direction—^ 
wc knew that the M'hole country would be 
in a state of alarm ; that every road would be 
guarded, and that every wood would be ranged 
in search of us. 

In a short time we heard the voice of people 
advancing towards us. At first the sound was 
faint, it gradually grew louder, till we distinct- 
ly heard articulation, though we could not dis- 
tinguish words. We supposed, and we were 
certainly right in our conjecture, that they were 
armed men in<juest of us. With anxious still- 
ness we listened, and looking to one .another 
our countenances spoke our sentiments. Unable 
either to escape or to^defend ourselves, we shall 
be dragged to prison. For a few seconds we 
paused, expecting every moment that the 
branches which hung over us would be drawn 
aside by a hostile hand. After a short time, 
however^ the voices seemed to recede, they be- 
came fainter, and our fears yielded to hope. One 
of our companions cautiously arose, and gently 
pushing aside the foliage, ascertained the pleas- 
ing fact, that the people had departed. . 

It was our plan to sleep in the woods during 
the day, and to travel by night through unfre- 
quented paths. Evening was approaching, but 
from the swelling of my anicle it was impossi- 
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tie for me to move. I entreated my compatiioM 
to leave me, but they^efused. " You see,** isaid I; 
**my coifdition, I cannot undertake the journey, 
and neither friendship nor honour require you to 
remain. You may grieve to leave me behind, 
but the step, though painful, is neciessary. You 
must consult your own safety, for to remain 
here without alleviating my imprisonment, would 
invblve you in my fate."* " No;** replied they, 
with generous feeling, " we will not leave you ; 
our fate shall be united. As friends we shall 
either find our native country, or as unfortunate 
captives, we shall be thro\^n into prison.** I 
employed every argument in my power; they 
persisted in their magnanimous resolution, and 
the contest ended. 

We remained in our retreat four days. The 
two first days Avere pleasant, but the dawn of 
the third threatened unfavourable weather. The 
sun rose upon a troubled sky, the clouds col- 
lected, and rolled in darkened confusion. A 
gloomy stillness succeeded, ^nd in a short time 
the lightning flashed; the thunder roared tre- 
mendously, while the rain descended in torrents. 
This weather continued almost without inter- 
misMon for the last two days. To preserve our- 
selves from the eiFect of the rain was imposiiible, 
we were soon drenched, and in this condition 
we were obli^d to lie on the bare ground. The 
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14 NARRATIVE OF AN 

peasant^ who, during the day*, Tias been exposed 
to the weather, retires in the evening to his cot- 
tage, where the storm cannot enter, and by his 
own fire-side, he finds security and peace. But 
to lis the evening brought no relief; our minds 
however, never, for a moment, abandoned theii" 
firniness ; the hope of regaining our liberty, dis- 
pelled every painful idea. 

On the fifth night we left our retreat, and 
though my ancle was still very painful, I was 
determined to begin the journey, and no longer 
detain those worthy men who had sacrificed so 
much time for me. About midnight we arrived 
at the Meuse., At the place whe^e we proposed 
to pass, there was a small island in the middle 
of the current, which communicated, by bridges, 
with two villages, one on each bank of the river. 
We halted for a few minutes at the openmg of 
the first village — all seemed to be buried in sleep 
— we pushed through it, ?tnd gained the island. 
We ran forward, but while yre were congratu- 
lating one another on the success that seemed to 
await us, we heard the reports of several mus- 
kets, and immediately the bells of the village 
^ we had passed began to ring the alarm : Nothing, 
I we imagined, but expedition could save us ; we 
ran with all speed, but from the second bridge, 
; which we were fast approaching, several shots 
' were fired, and the dreadful notes of alarm were 
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instantly sounded in both villages. We stopped 
a minute to consider how we were to act. The 
, inhabitants of the two villages were roused at 
midnight, and armed against four young men» 
whose only crfFencc was their desire of regaining 
their native country. We were run into d^ 
toils, and unable either to advance or retreat — 
^hat could we do? Yet we determined not to 
rarrender till every hope of escape had failed us. 
We fled along the bank of tlte island, and on 
reaching the bottom of it, we proposed to cross 
the river by swimming; but one of our compa- 
nions unfortunately could not swim, and as we 
could not leave him, we continued our course. — 
A boat lay under the bank — this Was a. most for- 
tunate discovery — we jumped into it, pushed to 
the opposite side, leaped upon the bank, and ran 
till we were stopped by the excrutiating pain of 
my ancle. At sun-rise we arrived at a wood, 
where we concealed ourselves for that day. We 
ielt almost as much pleasure in our escape, as if 
we had surmounted all the difficulties in our 
journey, and we amused ourselves with conceiv- 
ing the surprise of the villagers, when they found 
that we had escaped. In the evening, we agam 
«et out on our journey ; we continued to travel 
by night, and hidf ourselves during the day. 

Nothing particular occurred to us till the 
eleventh night We arrived at Charmes, a small 
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town on die Moselle, which we endeavoured to 
pass round, but in vain, as there was on omfe 
side a high mountain, covered with vineyards, 
and on the other the river ; #ver which theic 
was no brid^, but the one in the town. In 
every difficulty, when time pei^itted, we con- 
sulted about the best mode of conduct. On 
this occasion, we resolved to pass throu^ the 
town one by one,, and to move in such a nnust^ 
aer as not to excite suspicion. A number of 
people were still on the streets; we suddenly 
fell in with them, and found that our progreJss 
and retreat were rendered equally unsafe. Witkh 
out addressing any one we walked fbrwvd, but 
when we had almost reached the extremity of 
the town, and were about to change our slow 
march to a rapid flight, we were accosted by 
one of the national guards. He of all others 
was the man whom we wished most anxiously 
to avoid. After the customary salutation, he 
observed that we appeared to be strangers, and 
as we could not travel farther that night, he 
would conduct us to a lodging, where we would 
find good accommodation for the night With- 
out betraying the least symptom of fcar, we 
thanked him very kindly for his obliging ofSwTj 
but declined it, saying that we were extremely 
anxious to proceed on our journey. This was 
a critical moment, for our safety depended on 
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Mis answer. Ht did not seem to oppose our 
design, bat what was infinitely worse, he re- 
<|uHi^d h sight of our passports^ This was a 
<bea;dftil ^demtod. The people collected around 
Its, alt Slimed' to be attracted by idle curiositjr, 
sav^ an ol^d Woman who stood beside me, and' 
whom I* repeatedly heard expressing her synr- 
pithy and pity. She had perhaps lost a soft 
by Ae conscription, "which sweeps all the yocmg^ 
ilien into the army, and thinking on him she felt 
fbr our distress. Desirous of being clear of tiie* 
croud, and seeing that we could extricate our-' 
selves only by bribing the man, we proposed? 
tt^ ^company htm to an inn, and there, bs We 
said aloud, we would give him complete satis^^' 
ftetion. 

On our arrival at die inn, we found that we^ 
could not have a private interview with him, as 
tfce people pressed so muchupcm us. We therefore 
ofrdcted supper, and invited him to partake (^ it. 
Out hope of escape was indeed small, yet that 
sdf command which is acquired in the midtt 
df difficulties did not desert us. We endea^ 
voured to amuse him with our conversation, but 
h^ persisted in demaudinfg our passports, and 
tfne of oar companions, the medical gentleman 
}Milli?d Ottt his pocket-book, and with a gay in* 
i^erenee, said that he would satisfy him iki 
tl)at respect Our astonishment was beyond 
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expre9^ion« for we kr^w i|ot hb inten^Mo,, dad 
we stood in n statp of the; most aBSJom sus^ 
pense* He took oQt of bis, packet-bo<^ g tiok^ 
which he had received- at the u&ivemty of. 
Edinburgh, ai(id with an air of easy assurance 
put it into the hand of 9\xi, imwetecmie .asso- 
ciate* Tihe mah| ,as the ' siirgeon happily eoii^' 
jecttli^d, could uot read; he looked tit it with 
suxi^rise, turned it r<^peated)y upside down> and 
expressed his doubt as to its.geouiQenes% aagriag 
that it was very uulike those which he had t 
been accustomed to see* We in our turn ex* 
pressed our surprise at his observatioui bade 
blip read it again, asked wl)ether he had si^efi 
passports that had been recently issued ^n l^ri^^ 
and concluded by assuring him that ours wad. 
bp^h new and v^id. He really was ashamed 
of his ignorance, and seemed to acq^icocew. 
Turning round to me, he then demanded my- 
passport; I perceived there were more tickets in> 
the pocket-book, and I observed that as the day* 
bad been wet, we thought proper to secure our 
{Mkssports in my friends pocket-book, which) 
vras the only one among us. Three more- 
tickets were accordingly produced, the mani 
turned them round in his hand^ lo«kii^ at them) 
w^ith the ^^mfi unintelligible gaze,, and th^Xr 
ei$|>ressed bitnself satis^d. Tlie lK>use which> 
\fii bmltd^sQied.our prison^ we hoped now would^ 
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become a comfortable iim, and we felt not a 
little prood that llie names on the tickets, which 
were those of Profesiprs Munro, Ghrcgory, Dun* 
can, and Floure had such a mighty influence in 
France. 

We had just recovered our hopes, when a tall 
genteel man, an ofiicer of the iKitional guards 
entered our apartment He imme^teljr ac* 
coated us by our names, told us that ho had 
been expectbg us for several days, and pro^ 
duced our descriptions ; which had been sent all 
over the country. This address was a thunder- 
bolt to our hopes. We had neither acted trea- 
sonably towards the government, nor had we in- 
jured society, yet we were pursued as felons. Our 
parole was refused us because, being in the ser« 
viee of the East India Company, we were 
tended merchants. We were darown into pri- 
son, and dirough diiBculties which would have 
raised us in the estimation of every brave man, 
we sought to regain <nir liberty. Such was our 
bfieoce, yet the orders which were sent ovcf 
the country, were not simply to arrest and se- 
oire us^ but to treat us with the most rigorous 
severity. 

The officer behaved to us in a polite and civil 
Planner* ^^ I am extremely sorry," said he, ^' that 
it has fallen to my lot to ourrest you ; however, I 
nust do my duty. My orders are extremely 

c2 
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iev(hre, yetlshalluseycm, TkO(tzsvmcr&m%hAt 
as glenUemen^ and as much as lies in my ppwer J 
stiall endeavoup to alfc viatc j^mir .sii0biing9." Th« 
supptt* which wp had wdered^ he not only per-s^ 
Biitted us to take, but he himself sat down witll 
iis> and partQofc of i t. 

Ailer ^u|>per hie made many api^giies fvr 
committing us to a place of ccmfinement, but il 
ivas absolutely nettssary for his own security* 
In fi cell of the pdson to; wliich we were Qon^ 
ducted was a man w1k> had been confined thirty 
years for murden 

- Our plan hadf proved abortive; our ingenuity 
aiKl exertions had not availed us. While lying 
. ia the woods by day, or traversing the country 
by night, often did we think on our native 
ooiantry^ but our pleasing, hopes were now va* 
nished. We knew the severe confinement that 
awaited us, yet the firmness of our minds waa 
' ever equal to our situation. 

In our travels, though we had frequently 
Kght ahimbers, we scarcely ever experienced 
sound sleep, but now that we were no longer on 
the alert,. the duty of watching b^ing taken 
from us, much against our wills, we resolved to 
have a comfortable nap. While we were pre- 
paring to lie down, our fellow prisoner, wholmA 
listened to our discourse iieaved a groan ; it wa& 
the ^roaBU)f anguish. We felt for his distiai^ 
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and expressed for him our sympathy, ^' Young 
men,'' said he, " the voice of sympathy is strange 
to me ; for these thirty years I have not beheld 
the face of nature t for these thirty years I have 
not heard the voice of a friend* Age and ginef 
bend me downward, and on the return of each 
evening, I say that I am one day nearer the 
grave." " Your life," said one of us, " is indeed 
tinconlifortable, but time must in some measure 
have reconciled you to it/* " At first,'' con- 
tinued he, " awfiil visions terrified me; with, 
equal horrror I loathed life, and feared — I per-^ 
petually saw — ^" He could not proceed; he 
paused and heaved a deep groan — his anguish 
was indescribable. We turned the discoursfe 
upon ourselves. " Yes, young men, you are un- 
fortunate," said be, ** tut your hearts do not re- 
proach you, and in misfortune you may smite, 
but as for me. I can never enjoy happiness iu 
this world, but I trust that thirty years of ' 
prayer and repentance have made my peace with 
Ifcaven." For the remainder of the night we 
gave ourselves up to repose. 

Early next morning we were taken out of 
our cell, and placed under a strong escoft, who 
treated uft with the utmost severity. On our 
inarch we were handcuffed, and chained toge- 
ther and every night we were thrown into 
dimgeotts^ where (^ten, instead of finding sleep 
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we had to engage in an arduous combat with 
rats. 

On our return to Verdun we were thrown into 
a dungeon, fed on bread and water, and obliged 
to sleep on the bare stones. Our companion the 
surgeon, who was deemed the ringleader, was 
loaded with irons* Did our offence merit such 
treatment ? Such usage might gratify cruelty, 
but humanity would consider the walls of a. 
prison a sufficient security and pimishment Be- 
sides, all ournaoney was taken from us.. This 
perhaps was not improper in our case, but it 
is shameful to deprive a prisoner of the private 
eflFects which he bears about him, and this cus- 
tom which is not only prevalent among priva- 
teers, but even among the national vessels of 
the enemy, requires only to be known to meet 
the reprehension of every honourable man. A 
British seaman in the moment of victory forgets 
every resentful emotion, and instead of pillaging 
the poor captive, respects those few effects which 
are necessary to render hts situation niore com- 
fortable. 

The governor of the city, who who was a 
man of tyrannical temper, ordered us to be 
treated in a rigorous' manner. 1 shall relate an 
incident in his life. During the revolution 
he held a. subordinate command in lA Vendee, 
and when any of his meit strolled into th<^ 
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tbixntty they were frtquently cuf off by th^ 
peasantry. Tliis very highly incensed him, and 
one day when the town, in which he^ was 
stationed, was full of people from the country, 
he drew up his soldiers, in~ the market-place, 
seized the first hundred men that came in his 
way, and shot thiem. The people in power 
were so much pleased with his conduct, that 
they created him a general ; but he has. lately 
put a period to his existence, and let his name 
and deeds be buri^ with him in the grave. 
The mind turns with pleasure to the contem- 
plation of a different character. The governor 
df Bitche, a town destined for the reception of 
those doomed to severe confinement/ is a nmn 
equally mild in his manners,' and gentle in his 
dispositions. Cruelty formed no part of his 
character, atid while lie performed his duty, he 
forgot not that humanity is di^ to the prisoner, 
and the unfortnnate ; he was humane, but for 
t^is very reason the government dismissed him 
from his employment Worthy ipan ! while 
you experience one of the most pleasing re- 
wards of a virtuous conduct, the approbation 
of an honourable mind^ darry into your re- 
tirement our sinceiie thanks for your humanity. 
On the fifth night after our arrival at Verdun^ 
at twelve o'clock, a lieutenant and four of the na-^ 
lipnal guards, camei to our prison. Stretched 
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out u{)0& >oup straw \md^ we had soii^t repoM^ 
Hvhen we w^e ;roui*d by the opening pf th^ 
inassy bolts of our dungeon-^Who corned. to u$ 
at such an hour? was eur earnest whisper to on# 
another. Before any of us Could make a reply, 
the door turned slowly round, and a stream of 
light fell on the dark wall. The. officer, with 
his soldiers behind him, walked forward, and 
after, casting his eye round, and perceiving u$ 
lying in a comer, he sternly bade us rise. As 
wc thought that he catoie to remove us, we qivilly 
enquired what was ouf dfistination* He gave us an 
indignant answer, and ordered us immediately tQ 
obey. .We wefc taken out of prison, put into a co^ 
y^ed cart, and guarded by the four armed caeff« 
one beiug placed hf each of us.. 

When wc got out of town, the Ueutenanti 
who was about to leave u3, gave his ord^s, in 
our hearing, to an inferior officer, wha was ap- 
pointed to succeed him» The orders, which 
were to treat us most rigorously, and secure uis 
every night in a dungepn, were uttered in a stem 
and unfeeling manner. The lieutenant left us/ 
we moved forward, and after a silence of^oim 
time, his successor thps addressed U6« /VGentle«^ 
men> I have often seen you^ in Verdunr-I knowi 
the hoiiour of British officeni* You heard my 
instructions, yet if you will give n^ your word 
of honour that yqu will not attempt to etotpe 
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from, mc, aad thut you will aocfompwy me to 
Bitche, the town to which wir are destmed, I 
«hall give you full liberty to walk, and lodge lA 
whatever manner you please. Now, gentlemeii,? 
he added, ^^ if it is known that I :grant you this 
indulgence, 1 shall be punished; if you ^cipt 
from me, I must die." We joyfiiHy acceptedbi^ 
generous offer. We solemtily pledged. our wocd 
of honour, that as his prisoners we Would ehter 
Bitche, and in consequence of this kind indtilr 
gence, we had a most pleasant journey. We 
walked at large; during the day we leisurely 
viewed the country, and at i^ight we Always rc^ 
paired to a good inn. The imtidpation of evih^ 
generally destroys present enjoyment; but with' 
us, the case waa the reverse; for our liberty^ 
which we knew Was to be of short duration, wt 
enjoyed in a gay and convivial manner. 

Before we arrived at Bitche, we agdnput 
ourselves under the command of our guard,, who 
mardied us up to the citadel, where We Wtre 
put into a cavern twenty feet below grontld. In 
tkm dismal place we foulwl twenty t)f our tout-* 
trymen, and in a cavern contiguous to outs, there 
were one hundred and seventy Britisli seamen* 
Bitche is a place of great strength; the forti3es$ 
is built on the summit of a very high conical 
rocky xin the top of wfai^ch are iioldiers' barrack^ 
and under thaU to the very base, are subterrancv 
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ous caverns. Ab the rock i$ irregular, the height 
of th^ ramparto is different in dHTerent places, 
bemg from one hundred to one hundred and fifty 
feet. - ^ 

' About a fortnight after our arrival, our medi-- 
cal friend was seized with an ague, and as it was 
^necessary to r«np ve him from the cavern, he 
iwas fortunately placed in the barracks with three 
of his old acquaintance, who had been taken 
nine months before, near Boulogne in an attempt 
to escape. These gentlemen, whose treatment 
became more lenient, in consequence of their 
long conftnement, had for some time been medi- 
tating a second attemp to regain their liberty.— 
Their plan was mature when the surgeon joined 
them, and two nights afterwards, they effected 
their descent from the fortress, and made their 
escape. This was the first successful attempt ; 
s^eral had tried it : five lost their lives, and 
many were severely wounded. 

The descent from the ramparts was now prov- 
ed to be practicable by our adventurous friends. 
Our hopes revived, and we began to devise new 
plans of escape. As it was wholly impossible 
for us to force our way out of the cavern, and as 
it was necessary to be above ground, we con* 
ducted ourselves with very great propriety, and 
after six wedcs of probationary punishment;, we 
were p^frmitted to ascend to the barracks. . 
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-^c escape of our friends had doubled the vi* 
gilance of the soldiers, and the weak side of the 
ramparts, by which the descent had been made, 
was guarded with extjraordinary care. We 
therefore found that it would be madness tb at- 
tempt any thing till the severity of winter, wh^ 
it would be tliought impossible, that we could 
undertake such a hazardous enterprize. In th^ 
mean time, under various pretences of making 
shirts, trowsers and similar artides, we bought a 
quantity of coarse linen, with which, in the 
night time, when all were asleep, we contrived 
to make a rope of sufficient length to descend 
the ramparts. We contrived also to procure a 
^small gimlet) a saw, a pick*lock, and some other 
implements, so that we had every thing ready, 
and only waited for a favourable opportunity. 

A favourable day at length arriv^. Decern- . 
ber . set in with a very heavy fall of siiow, and 
in a few days, it was three or ibur feet deep.-^ 
The whole of the ei^th day was : extremely 
stormiy, and on the succeeding night, wllich^be^ 
came, as we expected, very boisterous we de'* 
lermined to execute our plan. At five o'clock, 
we were locked up for the night At eighti 
additional caitinefo were placed in a yajcd whidh 
we had to cross in our way to the ramparts:; it 
was tborefote absolutely necessary to pa^ the 
place before that.hour* We were all energy and 
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4i»xidt}^ . The love of liberty, which is a power- 
fit) fmsdion, bad long occupied our minds, and 
gj^ve rvigour to our exertions. 
, We began by picking the inneir lock of the 
4oor of our apartment, which was not a very dif- 
$cult achievement, but on the outside there was 
». 9tro^ padlock, which we did not expect to 
^^.^ How was this to be broken or disengage 
ed ? After a few moments deliberation, we adopts 
ed. a succcssfiil expedient We fastened our 
rope to the door, and pulled with all our forces 
biit it did not move^ — We paused for a few se*- 
coads^r^Are we to: abandon our scheme, said one 
of our compamons ? No — was the reply of every 
one. We ail again seized the rope, and by ex** 
erting our strength, the padlock gave way. 

There were lune o^er prisoners to whom we 
camntunicated our secret only dmt evening, and 
enquired whether t^ey wished to accompany us. 
They eagerly accepted the proposal, and widi 
detanfminod resokidon and cautious steps we sal- 
lied but! of oar prnon. We ascended a stair case 
leading to a door, througlt which we had to cut 
a passage, Jbefore we-cpuld neach the yard adjoii^- 
iQg to the raniparts. Our impatience to finish ' 
this: bumness, which qceupted us ^nearly an hour 
anda 1k|.1^ wad extreme; Our time was limited, 
and all depended on dispatefa. At length a pa$^ 
Irage w:asi|nade^ hMv;t were ^ita^ted by paiBf\i| 
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ftBcerta'Mty to know whether the addi^idhaJ 
guards had been |)laoed. One of us cautiou^ljf 
reconoitered the ground, and ascertained ^hat 
they had not arrived. We Avarily advanced 
across the yard to the ramparts, and had just 
fastened otir rope to a lai^ stone, when We heard 
a noise. , We turned round — the additibliat sen-' 
tries were approaching, to escape thetn, we 
thought irtipossible ; we instantly ' threw our- 
selves down close to the parapet wall— the 
guards advanced — this was a most critical ^inr 
stant; they passed within a few inches of our 
feet. Had they begun to place the centinels on 
their entrance into the yard, oiir escape would 
have been completely cutoff; but, fortunately, 
they passed to the ferther end, and at this event- 
fol moment, each o£ us, in succession, taking 
hold of the rope, siprung over the wall. Out 
velocity in descending was so great, that our' 
hands were dreadfully torn by the rope. 

At the bottom of the ramparts we formed our- 
selves into a circle~-What an interesting group : 
twelve young men at a cMstance from their na- 
tive country, in a dismal and boisterous night, 
While drifting columns of snow rolled round 
^em, were about to commence a journey, in 
i^hich they hfcd to combat equally the resent- 
ment of man, and the rage of the elemente. — 
/ Every itioment was valuable, and we hastily d©- 
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cidKd that we should form ourselves into thre« 
parties. The one to which I belonged consisted 
of ^vc, another of fpur, and the third of three. 
Wewere obUged to part. We could not shake 
hai^s, for they were streaming with blood ; but 
w« bade one another a most cordial adieu, and 
expressed an ardent wish, that we might all meet 
in the land of liberty, ^ 

. About a quarter of an hour after we left the 
fort, it was discovered by the whiteness of our 
rope^ that some prisoners had escaped, and the 
guns were immediately fired. We started at the 
sound, and making our way through the snow^ 
We quickly made for a neighbouring wood, with 
an eagerness that defied the inclemency of the 
weather, and having gained it, we lay down till 
we thought that the search in the vicinity of 
the fort was over. In the course of two hours; 
we began our joiuney, and pursued a straight 
.course across the country,*which was woody and 
mountainous. 

Languid can convey but a faint description 
of what we sufiered in our march. We had no 
provisions, for a ham, which was entrusted to 
my care, was lost in lowering ourselves from the 
ramparts. I took hold of it by my mouth, but 
the shock of the descent obliged me to let it go 
and from the darkness o£ the night, and the fall 
of snoW| we could not recover it. Our lacerat*^ 



Digitized 



byX^oogle 



ESCAPE FROM FBAVTOK* Jl 

ed hand^ were much affected hy tbe intense 
cold; In ascending the mountains, we ^Iteoi 
tumbled backwards, and in descending them we 
often fell into wreaths of snow. In the valleyi 
we frecpently plumped into marshes, 09 pits^ 
and near the villages, which we carefully avoid** 
-ed, we had to scramble through hedges and over 
walls, and spmetimes after clearing them, and 
talking. bi:iskly forward, we fell into a difcb. — 
However we always kept together, and in, all our 
disast^s, encouraged each other witii the hopes 
of liberly. At br^ak of d^y, we found oufselves 
at the foot of a high mountain, to whose summit, 
we proposed to ascend, in order to conceal our* 
selves during the day. After much exertion, 
we reached our destination, completely exhausted 
with fatigue. We hsul no provisions, but we 
^d,a bladder of brandy^ whiph proved an ex- 
cellent cordial. After partaking of it, we tore 
one of our shirts to dress our hands, which were 
become extremely painful. 

At four o^clock in the evening, we resolved to 
quit our retreat ; but before we set out, a curious 
scene took place. When it was proposed to bc- 
1^ our journey, some of us could not rise; we 
were so completely benumbed, and like torpid 
^mals awaking, from the sleep of winter, we 
stretched one limb and then tbe other, moved 
•ur bpi^ies, and even after we rose, it was somf-^ 
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time before the circulation of the blood was en- 
tirely restored. 

Hunger was importunate. As we descended 
we perceived, at the foot of the mountain a cot^ 
tige; which we approached, in order to procure 
provision* At the door stood a man, who, while 
he deemed to shrink within himself, cast a 
lowerihg eye over the dreary prospect* We ac-^ 
costed him, and as it was not a moment foir 
6Amf)'Kriients, we requested something to eat 
Hii reply, ^ poor man r*-^was that he had no- 
thing but potatoes; and that he could ilot spare 
any. Necessity, when urged by hunger, has 
no Uw ; however we respected his scanty store, 
and only enquired the way to Strasburg. He 
quitted the shelter of his cottage, and a^ter say. 
ing with an air of commiseration and a signifi* 
cant look, that we had chosen a bad season tci 
travel, conducted us to the road, 

A number of iron founderies, which illumi- 
nated the country round, obliged us ta change 
our route, and after passing them, which we did 
with a gt)od deal of difficulty, we returned to the 
high road. About eleven o'clock we observed 
before us a small town, Niederbrunn. DesirouiT 
to avoid it, we struck into the country, but one 
of our companions was taken very ill, and fainted 
from fiitigue. We halted and held a consulta- 
tion; our friend could not proceed, and wv 
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would Tiot leave him; hence it was resolved 
that t#o of oiir niiitibfer should ad\^ance.tpwardi 
khe town to fecoiifioitre, and try whether we 
could With safety procurfe some refreshment- 
Thb tWt) soon returned and gave an account of 
their embassy. After entering the tgwh witli 
much caution, they espied a light at a window, 
whidh they approached, and beheld a cobler 
sitting in his snug little stall, singing merrily 
and beating his leather. ** This man is happy,'' 
skid our fi-itends, to wh6m thfe view- was gratify^ 
irtg, " and he cdrtdhly will not delight in the 
ihisery of others," Thfey knocked at his door, 
he opened it, and ft'dnklj^ bade them enter. 
The result of the interview w^s, that he assured 
therii, that there were no national guards in 
the town, and he strongly recommended them 
to an inn, to which he gave them jj. particular 
direction. 

This intelligence of our friends gave us much 
satisfaction, and as our companion was very un- 
Wfell, we determined to follow it, The town 
was much longer than we expected, and on our 
arrival before the inn, we found it a large and 
handsome building, very unsuitable to people! 
of our appearance. We stopped a few mo- 
ments, and on looking round, we beheld per- 
sons stalking about the streets. Our Situation 
became critical, and we resolved to retrea:i To 

D 
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avoid suspicions, however, we walked leisurely* 
as if in search of another inn; but as soon as we 
clfeared the people, we quickened our pace, and 
with a good deal of difficulty escaped. The 
effect of the passions upon the exertions of the 
body is wonderful : our friend from the dread of 
losing his liberty, was roused to new vigour; 
his indisposition seemed to leave him, and he ac- 
companied us in our arduous march. 

Our shoes were very bad, and our feet suf- 
fered much from the severity of the frost. We 
QamCj after an hour's walk, to a rivulet. I endea- 
voured to leap over it; but in the attempt I 
plumped up to the neck in water, and my com- 
panions, warned by my example, avoided^this 
cooling bath. In less than a quarter of an hour, 
my clothes were frozen into a sheet of ice. This 
circumstance I mention, because in a future 
part of my adventures my coat became to me a 
coat of mail. 

About midnight, we passed round the ram- 
parts of Hagenew. At break of day we were 
close to a village, in a populous country, and on 
looking round, we could <liscover no wood for 
shelter. We stopped to cQusider what was most 
proper to be done ; and the result of our con- 
ference was, that we should endeavour to con- 
ceal ourselves in some house in the village. We 
entered it, and the first house we reached was 
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a barn, where there were twQ men threshing out 
grain. We accosted them, and informed them 
that we were travellers, and that in our present 
plight, we did not chuse to proceed to an inn ; 
but that we would give them a guinea for per- 
mission to lie all day among the straw ; to our 
proposal they cheerfully agreed. Though we 
did not declare ourselves, we perceived that 
they had formed some conjecture respecting us; 
and before we lay down we conjured them as 
they regarded humanity, to respect our situa- 
tion. 

Though we could not deem our situation whoU 
ly secure, yet we did not think it uncomfort- 
able ; for the inclement sky was no longer our 
canopy, nor was a ball of snow any longer pur 
pillow. The craving of hunger, however, re- 
turned with redoubled force; for we had not 
tasted food for forty eight hours. 

Some hoursafter wards, one of the two men, for 
both left the barn soon after our entrance, re* 
turned, and informed us, that we were within a 
quarter of a mile of the Rhine. We earnestly 
requested him to procure us some kind of food 
without delay ;' and to provide a boat for us by 
the evening to cross the river. The boat could 
not he obtained without some difficulty, and, / 
pi^rhaps, danger; but we offered him a large 
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sum of money, and to our proposal he readily 
assented. 

In four hours he returned, and told us, that 
he had secured a boat, and that he would safely 
convey us to the other bank of the river, as 
soon as the darkness of the niglit would favour 
our retreat from the village. We gave credit 
to his assurance ; but our innnediate want was 
food, and we hastened him abroad to procure it 
A short time only had elapsed, when we began 
to listen eagerly for his return. So importunate 
was hunger, that the least noise attracted atten- 
tion, and immediately every eye was directed 
towards the door. The door at length was 
opened, and we were all roused with the lu)pe, 
that it was our friendly peasant ; but we were 
deceived, for it was a servant girl. On her ap- 
pearance, we sunk back among the straw, in 
order to elude her observation ; but the nkstling 
noise which we made alarmed her, and she 
started, and fled with precipitation. She ran to 
her master, and informed him, that the bam 
was full of robbers. The farmer instantly sum- 
moned his neighbours to his assistance, and fol- 
lowed by a multitude, armed with pitchforks, 
spades, and other implements of peaceful hiis- 
bandry, advanced in a determined nianqer to- 
wards the barn. The girl's precipate retreat 
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we were apprehensive would be productive of 
unplesant consequeiices; and the distant hum of 
the approaching multitude, we regarded as the 
mariner on a lee shore, in a shattered bark, does 
the murmur of the coming storm. The barn 
in a few minutes was completely besieged, and 
the means of escape seemed to be denied us. 
The question was, should we peaceably sur- 
render? This we all rejected with indignation, 
and in an instant we started up, and rushed 
out in a firm and resolute manner. This unex- 
pected manoeuvre so surprized the people, that 
they gave way, and made a passage f3r us. In 
our case, flight was surely the best proof of cour- 
age, and availing ourselves of the panic of our 
enemies, we pushed through them, whipped off 
our shoes, and fled with all speed. 

By the time it was dark we arrived at a small 
wood, where we proposed to conceal ourselves 
till the alarm was subsided. About eleten 
o'clock, absolutely famished with hunger, we 
sallied forth, determined to push forward to the 
Rhine, and obtain possession of a boat, either 
by force or stratagem. When we had proceeded 
atoout a quarter of a mile, we perceived a man 
on horseback, so close to us, that we could not 
avoid him. He rode up to us, and we entered 
into coiwevsatFon. " From your appearance," 
saidi h^ addressiiig us, " I am persuadea, tbi t 
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you arc unfortunate people, who wish to crosai 
the Rhine ; I have the means of assisting you, 
provided you pay me in proportion to the risk I 
run ; I am a custom house officer,** continued 
he, in a plausible manner, " I have a wife and 
family, my income is but small, and I wish to ' 
make a little money to render them comfort- 
able/' From his particular manner we strongly 
suspected, that he was one of the national 
guards, and causing him to dismount, we ex- 
amined him from head to foot ; but could find 
nothing to confirm our suspicion, we therefore 
gave credit to his Story, and promised him ten 
guineas to take us over the river; but at the 
«ame time I told him, in a firm manner, that we 
were desperate ; and if he betrayed us, we 
would immediately put him to death. Observe 
the consequence of this menace: we put our- 
selves under his protection, and were walking 
by his side, pleasing ourselves with the idea^ 
that we should soon cross the Rhine, when wc 
were led into an ambush. Forty men on a sud- 
den started up before us, and pointing their 
muskets, called out to us to surrender. The 
man who decoyed us, and whom we now found 
was one of the national guards, turned his horse, 
and rode furiously up to me, swearing ven- 
geance. He made several cuts at me with his 
sabre ; but I sprung to one side, and eluded 
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them. His resentment seemed by no means 
to be satisfied ; he again attacked me — his horse 
sprung almost upon me ; I grasped it round the 
neck, and his sabre granced along my frozen 
coat. He, however, took care to beat me, 
when we were completely in his power. Ropes 
Were procured ; we were tied together by the 
neck, and in this manner we were literally 
dragged along. Their treatment of us wa,s ex- 
tremely cruel. We could no longer bear it in 
silence, and we spoke to them in terms dictated 
by indignation. The epithets which we used 
were certainly not very mild ; we called them 
cowardly scoundrels — were they brave men they 
would scorn such conduct— were they humane men 
they would respect Our misfortunes. However, 
neither our remonstrance nor abuse had the ef- 
fect to relieve us. We were dragged to a neigh- 
bouring village, and put into a guard-house, 
where therfe was a stove. The sudden change 
from intense cold, to which we had been long 
exposed, to suffocating heat, had the effect of 
making us all sick ; and one of our companions 
several times fainted. They stripped us of our 
money, which we had concealed in our clothes, 
handcuffed us, and then marched us to prison. 

Two of our companions were now found to be 
missing; butbothwere brought in during the course "^ 
of the night. Oneof them who was a little h.fuhd, 
when we fell into the ambush, ran back^ -^hd 
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taking another course arrived g-t the Rhine, and 
got into a boat; but while he w^s. r^piqq|; in 
his good fortune, he was seized by four armed 
men The other, who wa,s brought in almo;5t 
lifeless, also ran back, and ji^n^ping into a ditch^, 
which was frozen over, drew himself do>j^rn till 
his chin touched the ice. He remained in this 
situation till the search was oven ^hen. h^ 
crawled out, he was met by some armed, mepj^ 
who fired upon the poor benumbed felj^ow, an4 
arrested him. 

We entreated with all the passionate impor-r 
* tunity of keen hunger for something t;o e^t. TI?^ 
jailor, as a man, whos? heart was, ifltaqc^^jsabjle tp, 
feeling, looked on us with ^ gd,z^ of ind^e-, 
rence. His wife entered^ we. directed pi^r ©iph 
treaties to her ; but: she t\irned roujid witljout 
making a reply, and- went away. Cpnjpassjpn^ 
belongs to womeij, and did ever ong tyrn away; 
from the prisoner, or the traveller in distr^cs^.j 
yet this woman is unfeeling, because; she is con* 
nect(fed with- a jail. Such was the train of our 
conversation, when the good dame^ whop^ WQ 
were so 'abusing, entj^red with foocj, Wgjrds 
cannot convey the pleasure we expei;ienced, we 
satisfied our appetites, and gratefully ackupw- 
ledged the woman's humanity. 

When the more powerful appetite of hunger 
was satisfied^ we again sensil?ly felt the pain pf 
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our hands, aod requested that a surgeon might 
be sent for to dress them. There was either 
lU) surgeon in the village, or those to whom 
we addressed ourselves, placed us on a level 
Y^rith horses ; for a farrier was sent to us, who 
applied to our hands an ointment which gave U3 
excruciating pain. 

, Next day we were marched to Hagenaw^ 
where our wounds were dressed by a surgeon, 
who declared that they were fast approaching to 
mortification. Th<e following day we were con- 
ducted to Neiderbrunn, and carried to the very 
inn, which the cobler had so particularly i^e* 
commended; where we found that foux of the 
national guards were constantly stationed^ 

Oji the third day we arrived at Bitche, Our 
wounds were so bad, that we were sent to the 
Hospital^ where we remained six weeks^ We 
were then sent to a, cell twenty five feet below 
ground, in one of the out works, which from its 
superior strength, is considered the citadel of the 
fortress. 

At the foot of the ramparts, before . we com- 
menced our journey, we separated into three 
parties. The party which consiiSted of four got 
clear off; the party of three was brought back, 
and confined along with us. 

The ceU iiii which we were now confined was 
abo^t c^ight f(8)8t square, the entraoce was se« 
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cured by five iron doors, aAd the smalt chink 
which admitted fdnt light, was fortified by 
three rows of irbn gratings. Water, which 
made a continual dropping from all parts of the 
roof, formed on the floor an offensive puddle, to 
the depth of nine inches. 

In one side of the dungeon there was a bench 
with some straw, which formed at once our rest- 
ing place and bed. We were determined to 
brave the horrors of our situation, and mirth 
and laughter were only heard in our cell. . At 
night the scene was amusing enough; the 
bench or platform was so narrow, that when we 
lay down to sleep we were obliged to lie on our 
sides, dosely wedged together : if any one in 
the centre, during the night, wished to turn 
himself, he was under the necessity of waking 
us all ; and what a yawning and murmuring took 
place, but the bustle ended always in laughter ; 
fot* trifles could not discompose us, as mutual 
misfortune had inspired us with mutual sympa- 
thy. 

the mind must be employed. The idea of 
liberty engaged our thoughts, as well as our 
conversation, and* again we concerted a plan of 
escape. We pretended to be great lovers of 
wine, and we purchased a considerable quantity 
of it; part of which we drank, and part went to 
augment the lake on the floor. The jailer was 
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c>ur merchant, and either from a love to us, or 
to our gold, a f|-esh stock of which we had pro- 
cured, he hesitated not to obey our midnight 
summoiis. This was our plan : — ^At one of his 
midnight visits, we proposed to gag him, seize a 
ladder of ropes, which he had in his lodge, for 
the purpose of cleaning the walls, and after se- 
curing the centinel to descend the ramparts. 

Of our plan we had taken a comprehensive 
view, and with a good deal of confidence we 
anticipated the issue. The jailer when seized 
would, no doubt, make a violent resisitance and 
noise, we were prepared for this circumstance. 
Every night, under the pretence of being drunlc^ 
we raised a clamorous noise, while one of our 
companions cried as if he were gagged. The 
words which the jailer used in passing the cen- 
tinel we overheard ; and one of our companions 
was taught to repeat them, in the proper tone 
and accent. The centinel the moment out* 
friend had passed him was to be called toward 
the prison door, and while we were engaging his 
attention, our companions was to seize him be- 
hind, while we were to rush out in front. But 
we were not destined to carry this plan into 
execution ; for we began in a few days to droop, 
and would soon have fallen victims to our con- 
finement. Our mirth, however, we could not 
abandon; we struggled with our indisposition ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 KABRATIVE OF AN 

but faint is the smile on the face of disee^e. A 
surgeon who was sent to us, represented our 
Hres to be in danger ; and ttet we could not 
possibly long survive in such an unhealthy si* 
tuatioB. 

The worthy Cbmmandant, who always listened 
to the voice of humanity^ and carried the order 
of his: gbvcmmait into execution with reluc- 
tance^ ordered us to be removed into a io6m 
above ground. Hercwe soon recovered* The 
room was. very strong; but we soon discovered 
tbiit the one immediately above it had no bars 
to the windows. 

The idea of liberty again recurred to ouf 
minds with fresh vigcmr, and we determined to 
euit^through the roof of our prison, tmd ascend 
to the apartment above, from which> w« thought 
that we could easily reach the ramparts. In or- 
der to provide ourselves with a rope, we peti- 
tioned to be allowed bedding* Our petition 
t^as granted, and with the sheets a»d blankets. 
Biter a ctmsiderable deal of labour, we made the 
popie. Night was the time for labour, and it 
may be easily conceived, that as we sat in si- 
lence, plying at our task, our train of kieast 
would often be influenced by otu: h<^s atid 
fears* 

Ouir plan when ripe for execution, was almost 
diAConeerted by a trivial event. The wommoi 
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who l^^shed ddr linen unexpectedly tede her 
appearance with clean sheets. • We Had only a 
few moments for reflfection; but' our scheme 
which proved effectual was soon formed : — ^We 
pretended to be drunk, and permitted her to 
' advance to the middle of the floor ; but the in- 
stant that she approached the bed to lay her 
rude hand upon the coverlet, which so careMly 
concealed our rope, we began to shove her 
about. She repeatedly called out the name of 
his Satanic majesty, in her own language, and 
made for the door ; but we had not yet done' 
with hen She had the sheets in her lapi, and 
we required some more to complete our rope. 1 
whipped away one pair, a i:ompaniori scii:ed 
another, and then the good dame gained the 
doOT, and departed blessin;^ hersdf in her happy 
escape. 

On the twelfth of February, wie were again 
ready for aiiother attempt. . The jaJIer used to 
visit our prison at 3ix o'clock iii thfe eV^tiing, in 
order to examine it, atid he did liot return' till 
the nfekt mfbming. Ihjmedi^fely aflet^ his* visit 
wfefeuttg up one' of our-mattteiiiSfes, to prevent 
our light being discovered,' iaird then we pro- 
ceeded to ytoM With tfie ^sSiistafree df i'beinch 
w^'reacb<d!b*ert)of, jand wfth^Jif'M^ kttift^cked 
. downitii4J dellttg^^Whit^h Wfe- fotliia^a^'made of 
oakbattons, from beam td^'beani; aboWt *t^ 
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and a half inches thick. These we had to sa^, 
which occupied us four hours. A plank of three 
inches thick next opposed our progress; we 
bored a number of holes in it close to each 
other, and then converted several into one, to 
admit the saw. At this part of our labour the 
saw snapped asunder — the saw is broken, was 
re-echoed through our dungeon. — What a dread- 
ful disaster ! Our feelings were like those of a, 
seaman who in the midnight storm strikes upon 
a rock. The floor was covered with rubbish; a 
passage after arduous toil was almost accom- 
plished; but in one moment the breaking of the 
saw seemed to decide our fajte. If we now fail, 
was the general and painful observation, wi^ 
shall never have another opportunity to escape. 
One of our friends who had been master of a, 
merchant vessel took up the larger fragnleijt 
of the saw, and with his knife made a handle, 
which to our great joy we found completely an- 
swered our purpose. Hope rose from despair, 
and again we cdmmenced our labour. In fine, 
after five hours hard work we made a hole suf* 
ficiently large to allow us to pass* A pause took 
place — what an interesting moment-'-our prison 
could no longer detain us ; yet we were about 
to commence an enterprise, which prudence 
seemed to forbid, and to which experienc<> 
could not promise success. 
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Two of our companions, whose hands were 
not yet cured, were obliged to remain. Poor 
fellows ! they had joined us in our wanderings, 
they had shared our toils, and much we regret^ 
ted to leave them behind, but there was no al- 
ternative. We bade them a cordial adieu, and 
while we were hastily ascending, they express- 
ed their ardent and sincere wishes for our suc- 
cess, in an enterprize from which they were 
painfully excluded. 

Our company, which consisted of six persons, 
stopped for some time in the upper apartmept; 
From M'hat we knew of the disposition of our 
guards, we were well convinced, that in the event 
of detection, some of us would fall. Owing to that 
circumstance, and to prevent any unnecessary 
confusion or delay, we cast lots for the purpose 
of deciding the order in which we were to pro- 
ceed. After every thing was settled, we still re- 
mained waiting for a favourable moment to de-r 
scend. Such a period soon arrived ; a heavy 
squall commenced, which we concluded would 
drive the eentinels into their boxes. The word 
was given to push forward, every muscle roused 
into action, and every breast was fiiU of ar- 
dour, 

We g?iiped without the least interruption 
th^ raujp^fts, J^fter a descent of about tWrty 
feet. Our long rope, which was covered at the. 
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top with black cloth, we fixed tb a stone, and 
descended the first rampart, which is about 
thirty ftet high, and found ourselves on the 
mortar battery. We cut the rope as high as 
we could reach, fastened it to one of the mor- 
tars, and lowered ourselves doWn from the se- 
cond rampart, which is about eighty feet high. 
We were now congratulating one another in our 
fortunate descent, and were about to push into 
the country, when to our painful astonishment 
we found another rampart. Our rope was ex- 
hausted, and the question was, should we sui- 
render. The question did not admit of a mo- 
ment's hesitation, for the resolution we had 
formed prompted us to run every hazard. Part 
of the rope was hanging within reach. We re^ 
turned, and cut as much of it as we could, 
which was only a few feet, and with our knives, 
for we had no better hold, fixed it to the 
ground. The descent we knew wis dangerous, 
yet every one felt the greatest alacrity to at- 
tempt it In succession we lowered ourselves! 
as far as. the rope extended, and quitting our 
hold fell as nearly as we could conjecture, from 
thirty to forty feet Five of us descended with- 
out any material injury, and while* we were 
standing together and saw our sixth companion 
drop, we expressed our joy at our fQrtunate es- 
cape. But alas ! he Mtis not destined to accom- 
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J^afny us ; his limb was fractured, and he called 
out, and told us his misfortune with manly firm* 
^less. We condoled with him, but we found 
ourselves in the situation of a soldier in the 
field of battle, who has not ^ moment to mourn 
for the friend who has fallen by his side. We 
placed him in an easy position ; he held out his 
hand, urged us to hasten our flight, and wished 
us a happy journey. The ditch was to be passed; 
we ran round it till we found some steps lead^ 
ing to the glacis, then we made for a wood, which 
we reached at day-break, and concealed ourselves 
among some' broom . 

We set out next evening, and while we 
were arduously pushing through a valley, one 
of our party who was foremost suddenly dis- 
^pea^red. We halted, and while looking round 
fot him we heard his voice in a deep quarry, 
calling for aid. We helped him out ; he was 
considerably bruised, but Vas able to continue 
his jouriiey. 

After some hesitation we determined to pass 
through a village which lay in our way, and 
which could not be easily avoided. At the en- 
trance of it we stopped a few minutes, for past 
experience had taught us that the utmost cau- 
tion was necessary in our progress through vilr 
lages. 

We advanced, and proceeded very well till w^ 
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arrived at the middle^ whea we perceived som9t 
people before ixs. Our suspicion was roused^ 
and it was soon confirmed by a man who be- 
gan to blow a horn. This warning, for which 
we were very grateful, we easily understooc^ 
and turning round, we sought safety in im- 
mediate flight. We ran till we gained a place 
of security, and after resting two hours, we 
altered our course and took a different road^ 
During the night there was thunder, lightnings 
and heavy rain, but such a night we^ hailed with 
pleasure, for while it drove, as we imagiited, our 
pursuers into shelter, it left the road ppen for our 
escape. 

At dayJight we found ourselves close to a 
river, and perceived a wood on the opposite 
bank. We plunged into the water, which waa 
very rapid, ^nd attempted to swim over,, and 
long did we vigorously struggle with the cwr 
rent, but like ships which hayie.unsuccQsatfolly 
attacked a castle, our exertions gradually slack-* 
ened, and we were] all obliged to give up tlWAt- 
tempt On looking round we observed a wood 
behind us, and retumii^ taitwe copc^ated oiur* 
selves diirii^ the 4ay, ; 

Towards evening we adyanipj^d to tlm edge- 
of the wood, in order to ex^fnine^ thftjc«u«ft?y,. : 
and perceived a single house, to which we.i«fiM ■ 
mediately repair^. Wh«a wp reached it^ on 
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loofking into a window, we beheld a family 
l^dhsfstijig of husband, wife, and children, coixx-r 
fortably seated roun(^ a blazing fire. The sight 
wak int^eStliig, it vvas the picture of content- 
meht; but it reminded us of home, as well as of 
our' preserit situation, and it produced rather 
paihfdr ciitibtioris, We went into the house, 
Ifeaving'one of oiir party as centinel at the door. 
On 6\if eiitrance 'the whole family started t^ 
their feet, and iixed upon us their enquiring 
looks. We simply announced ourselves as tra^- 
vefleris \^ho were in want of provisions, and re- 
qaestfed thein to supply us. Our request, eithef 
from humanity or fear, was received with much 
complacency, and they offered us whatever their / 
house could afford. We laid out provisions for 
ten days, then took their towels, made them 
into knapsacks, and fastened them on our backs. 
This business occupied about- tU'^o hours. Be- 
fore our departure, we threw down on a table 
which stood in the middle of the floor, mo* 
riey more; than the value of the provisions. 
The good people looked at the money, then at 
us, and kiniWy thanking us, wished us a good 
journey, ^ 

We iefk the house, and followed a guide, 
whon^ the man had procured for us to the river, 
crossed it, and at day-break arrived at a wood, in 
Which we found shelter^ For eight nights we 
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travelled in this manner, making a great cir*^ 
cuit, and every night meeting with some adven- 
ture. 

At length we reached the Rhine : our minds 
were affected with various emotions. In one 
hour — this was our language; we may surmount 
the most difficult part of our journey, or in one 
hour we may be on the road to our dungeon. 
Our fears inspired us with vigilance, and our 
former experience taught us caution. At last 
we met a man in whom we thought that 'we 
might safely confide, and accosting him, ex- 
pressed our wishes to be carried to the other 
side. He entered into discourse, and the result 
of our conversation was, that for twelve guineas 
he agreed to take us across. Without losing 
sight of hiiii we moved onward to his boat, 
and having gained the place where it lay, we 
leaped into it, seized the oars, and pushed to 
the other side. We gave him his reward, 
sprung to the shore, and it seemed very doubt- 
ful whether the man or we felt the greatest 
pleasure. 

We entered a village, brushed ourselves up, 
and resolved to pass for Frenchmen. TheFtench 
grand army was advancing towards the Austrian 
frontiers, as hostilities were on the eye of com- 
mencement. 

In our rout we feH in with a French regi* 
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tticnt, and accompanied it for some way. We 
then struck oiF the high-road, and passed close 
to Carlsruhe, and in the evening came to a small 
village, where we stopped all night at a tavern, 
the master of which gave us some useful inform- 
ation respecting our future journey. Next 
morning, we continued our march, avoiding the 
high road, ajid in the villages passed ourselves 
for French commissaries^ In short, we passed 
Stutgard, Vurach in Wirtemberg, entered Ba^ 
varia, and crossed the Danube four miles above 
Ulm. There was a heavy fall of snow, which 
impeded our progress. With much difficulty, 
we skirted round the fortifications of Biberoche, 
and of Memingen, and passed the Iser at Lands- 
berg. We made our way round Munich, passed 
round Ebersperg, and crossed the Inn in a boat 
This recital may appear simple, but difficult was 
the journey. 

At length we arrived within a short distance 
of the frontiers. We had surmounted many dif- 
ficultiies ; we had endured much fatigue ; but our 
dangers and toils were forgot, and our whole souls 
were fixed on one point. The Austrian moun- 
tains were in view, and we felt as a seaman does 
who, in a storm, descries the peaceful shore.—* 
After some deliberation, wie resolved to pass the 
frontiers in a carriage; we accordingly went to 
an inn, and hired one. We had only about a 
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mile to go, and the agijtation of our minds, as 
we sat in oiir vehicle, may easily be conceived. 
The postillion drove into a small toWn^ which lay 
in our road J we were alarmed, but as we mov^d. 
steadily forward, our fears began to give way/ 
to the delight which we anticipated from setting 
our feet on Austrian ground. Short was our an- 
ticipated pleasure — the carriage suddenly halted 
before a large building; we called out to the 
postillion, why did he stop? The reply was-— 
This is the police-office. These were dreadful 
wprds, and we were struck with constepatioD. 
Coolness only can save us-*-was the expression 
of every tongue. We had just a moment to call 
Up recollection, and to assume an air of uncon- 
cern, when a man opened the carriage door, and 
demanded our passports. Our reply was th^t 
we were Americans, and had travelled without 
passports. Our answer seemed to give him afi 
much surprize as th£ answer of the postillion bad 
given us; and he immediately desired us to, 
alight from the carriage, and walk into the 
house. This request^ or rather command, was 
particularly painfiil to us ; however, without be- 
traying any reluctance, we quitted the carriage, 
and followed hini into a large room, where were 
a number of clerks.. On our entrance^ the door 
was instantjy bolted ; this circumstance seented 
to annihilate our hopes, yet we lost not. our re- 
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collection, for we knew that cool assurance only 
could extricate us from our situation. Before 
leaving Bitche, we had framed a story, in case 
We should be arrested on the other side of the 
Rhine, to pass ourselves for Americans, coming 
from Barcelona, in consequence of the commo- 
tions in Spain, and going to Trieste, where we 
had a vessel of our own country, waiting our ar- 
rival. In order to confirm this assertion, we had 
written letters as coming from houses in Cadi^ 
and Hamburgh. It was declared to be extreme- 
ly improbable that we could travel without pass- 
ports, and we were most minutely interrogated. 
From a Dutchman whom we met in France, we 
learned a good deal respecting the affairs in 
Spain, and by blending truth with conjecture, 
we formed a plausible story/ But this was not 
enough— what positive proof could we give that 
we were really Americans. The letters which 
we had prepared for such an occasion were pro-^ 
duced, with an easy assurance. They wanted 
Ae post mark; to this objection we replied, 
that they had been carried by friends, or by per* 
sons in whom we could place reliance. At the 
bottom of each letter we had very prudently 
added— you will receive this by such a one.— 
Thifif part of our story was clear and consistent ; 
but still the Bavarian returned to his usual ex* 
pres3ion— ^* Howis it possible that you could tra- 
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vel without pas8ports ?" We did not 'wish that hi» 
attention should be diverted from the letters on 
which was our principal dependence, and after 
requesting him to read the names, we enquired 
'whether he knew the mercantile houses. He 
was as ignorant of them as we were ourselves, 
for there were no such houses in existence. We 
used every argument and persuasion that our 
ingenuity could devise; and, injine, almost con- 
trary to hope, he permitted us to proceed. 

The door was unbolted, we made a profound 
bow, and leaped into our carriage, with the pleas- 
ing expectation, that a very short time would 
bear us beyond the reach of danger. But our 
fears were destined to undergo another trial, for 
the fellow of a postillion again made a halt at the 
barriers, and then there was another demand on 
us, not to produce our passports, Jbut to open 
our purses. It is the custom for travellers to 
pay the whole of the turnpikes only when they 
arrive at the frontiers ; ^nd as we stated that we 
had posted tlie whole of the way, the demand 
on us took our little all ; but, perhaps, never be- 
fore did men part with their last guinea with 
more satisfaction. 

We arrived in the Austrian territory ; this was 
the end of our wanderings and toils; this was the 
object of our anxious wishes ; and this was the 
source of the purest joy. 
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An Austrian guard arrested us the moment 
we passed the barriers, and escorted us to Saby- 
bourg, where we declared ourselves to be Eng- 
lishmen, and were very kindly received. We 
procured passports as Americans. Our money 
was all spent, and we endeavoured to obtain 
some for bills, but none would accept them, and 
we were reduced to a most unpleasant situation. 
We had taken our lodging at one of the best 
inns, unmindful of the low state of our finances, 
and one day after dinner, while I was standing 
at a window, rather in a thoughtful mood, an 
Austrian general, who had dined with us at the 
same ordinary, approached me. He knew that 
we were British subjects, and entered into con- 
versation. I gave him a sketch of our adven- 
tures, and without reserve, informed him of our 
pecuniary embarrassment " I venerate English^ 
men,'' said he, ^*and if to-day I can do them a ser- 
vice, I shall deem it one of the happiest of my 
life." He left us, and soon relumed vnih money 
suflficient to carry us to Trieste. This sum, said 
he, putting it into my hand, is but small, because 
I have expended much of my fortune in raising 
troops, for it is the duty of evely good subject, in 
the hour of danger, to defend his country with 
his fortune and with his life. We discoursed 
a good deal respecting the war, which was about 
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ta take piece ; and I shall never oeasi^ to temetn* 
ber one memorable expression — ^Though ju^tioe^ 
said he, and boiK>ur favour our cause, yet I look 
forward to the issue of the contest with much 
anxiety. We may he conquered, but it will not- » 
be by bravery ; we can be overcome only by 
numbers or stratagem; and if my country is 
conquered, I shall reserve a pistol for myself— 
for General ■ shall never be the slave 

of Frenchmen, 

We proceeded in our rout by Rastadt, Spital, 
pai^s^d Clagenfurth, I^yback, and arrived at 
Trieste. Here we were very hospitably received. 
The vipenconsul gave us money for our bills, and 
tQ the Ausl^rian genecal we remitted the cash, for 
which he positively refused to acoept any ac- 
knowledgment, withi the warmest expressions of 
our thanks and. sespect. 

In five weeks fixan the time of leaving Bitehe^ 
we performed a journey of eight hundred miles< 
We remained five days in Trieste, and then em* 
b9.rked in an Austrian brig for Malta^ at which 
p^e we arrived) after aivoys^ge of three weeks* 
We: wait^ on the Governor Sir ^exander Ball, 
who, received us in the kindest manner, promoted* 
tvfQ of our companions, who were iii thenavy^ 
ai}d ordered) us a passage home^ in the Elicifer, 
WJ^Qse, Q^ptaia and, c^ccvs Ipaded ; us^ with eivili^ 
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ties and hospitality. The ship touched at Sardi- 
nia, off which island I had the satisfaction to 
meet with a cousin, who commanded a frigatCi 
and who supplied my wants. We put into Gib- 
raltar and Cadiz, and aftier a passage of two 
months arrived at Pljrmouth, after an absence 
of seven years from my native country* 
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SECOND 

NARRATIVE 



OP AN 



ESCAPE FROM FRANCE 

IN 1808. . 



I RESOLVED to make my escape from cap- 
tivity, and communicated my design to two of 
my friends, who agreed to join me in the en- 
terprize. 

We procured a covered cart, placed it in the 
jitre^t opposite to a friend's house, and then at 
three o'clock repaired to the rendezvous, where 
our attendance was required twice a-^ay, in or- 
der to subscribe our names. Painfal is it to 
part with those who are dear to us ; }f)xt our hs% 
look t8 our friends at the rendezvous, was not 
indeed dimmed with a tear. In our hearts we 
most cordially bade them an eternal adjeu. Af- 
ter this business was finished, our whole souls 
were, where we expected our bodices soon to be, 
in the covered cart. We separated, and follow, 
ijjgonq. another, walked leisurely thrpygh the 
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Streets, or rather like ghosts Upon our stage, wc 
stalked along, lookittg neither to thi& right nor 
left; and like tlj(^,,^§Q, we, suddenly disappear** 
ed,'for as we fekaiitf tiie*irt; We sprung into it 
in succession. From a window some^ of our 
worthy friends waved an adieu with their hand- 
kerchieft. - We were ciitefiilly covered aver with 
straw. An old woman was our postillion, who 
sat in front of the cart, while her son kept a 
head of us on the look-out— the word was given, 
and off we moved to make a bold push through 
the welUdefended gates. The anxiety of the 
Greeks in their wooden horse, when making 
their way into Troy, could not be greater than 
bufs, when in our covered cart we were makiiig 
our way out of Verdun. . . i 

The gates were apptbached. Our danie the 
postillion cracked her whip, the cart rumbled 
over the stones, and not more obseqiuou!s( were . 
the turnpike keepers t6 John Gilpin, than the 
soldiers on guard were to our worthy dame;— 
lli^ igates were cleared, and we gained the coun- 
try^ She looked behind her, and never did a 
chdriote^r, while his glowing wheels were cbvfer- 
cd Avith Olympic dust, behold with more plea- 
sure the receding goal, than did the old lady 
the gates through which she had so dexterously 
Dushed. 
The adventurous passage of the gates wc 
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deemed a noble achievement, and we were conr- 
plimenting our lady the postillion on her dexter- 
oms manoeiivte, when she cried with earnestness, 
— Husb^ two horsemen of the national guards, 
(gen d^arni^s i cheval) are coming full upon us. 
We clapped down like a hare when she hears the 
sudden yell of the beagle; and we were no les5 
afraid, than the poor insolvent when he hear^ 
the thundering voice of *the bailiif. 

The comparison is feeble; We could not have 
been more afraid had the old woman been Phseton, 
our covered cart his chariot; the horsemen, the 
sun, and our old nags his spirited steeds, plung- 
ing and capering out of their course. 

While such a sublJme comparison was passing 
in my mind, for such were my cogitations as I 
WW tte^inganiong the straw, otic of my wor* 
thy friends, updn whose shoulders the good 
dime was sittings cried, in a stifled ^xclahiation, 
smnewliat betwi^en a groan and a sigh, I itH 
stnothered t^ death. The good lady, our pditil-' 
lion, gett% sttid--^Hush, and agaih cracked her 
whip, awd>lDlf wte Set, white^the'bc^sferiieh dJvid* 
ed like a stream which encounters a hnge rock, 
eaich taking one side of the road; and in triumph 
we psissed through the midst of the enemy. 

The time arrived when ^e were to part wif h 
the benevolent dame ; it was twilight, and as far 
a»>t*te eye could reach, the road was clear. 'We 
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alighted^ and tied on our knapsacks, which eon-i 
tained twelve' days provision, besides a mariner's 
compass, and our course cut out of a large map, 
made into a stripe resembling a zone of one of 
the graces, or more familiarly a taylor's measure,. 
The journey of e^ch night we cut oiF, and de- 
posited at our resting place, for thje.use of some 
future travipller. 

The old lady also alighted-^I shall never for% 
get the parting interview. She advanced to 
wjithia two steps of us, and her eye lighted on 
us in succession — ^thcre was pity in her looks« 
She then cast her eye upon the road, shaked her 
head, and by a glance wluch spoke intelligence, 
seemed to sayr-par distant is your home, and 
dangerous is the way. " My child" — ^said she^ 
pausing and taking up her apron to wipe a tear, 
tjiat stood in each eye-^they were tears of gratir 
tudc. One of us had been of service to her sick 
child, He is well, s^d I, "Thank heaven," was 
her reply. She again looked along the road, and 
turning to us said, with considerable emodon — 
" Poor young gentlemen.** If ever we regain our 
homes, said I, with a vi6w to comfort her, we 
will proclaim to our countrymen, that a worthy 
dame was our deliverer, Thp love of fame is a 
powerful passion^ she cl^eer^d up, ^nd bade us a 
njost cordial adieu ! 

\ye eptpred a forest in order to adjnst mn* 
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selves for our march, or rather race, for we lite- 
rally out-ran the report of our escape. The 
dame looked behind her, and repeatedly waved 
her hand. Association of ideas is an important 
principle in the human mind, and nothing can 
be more natural than that the idea of oiie dame 
should be associated with that of another. I 
will tell you a story of one, said one of my com* 
panions, while his eye rested on the good lady. 
A countryman of ours informed a dame, to whom 
he had done an essential service, that he intend- 
ed to elope. She opposed his design, and repre- 
sented to him the dangers whfch he had to en- 
counter, but her remonstrance had no effect, for 
his determination was fixed. Observe then the 
conduct of the good dame. She went immedi^ 
atcly to a priest, and being introduced to him, 
mentioned the object of her visit I come, said 
she, to beg your prayers for a British prisoner, 
who is about to make his escape. He is a pri- 
soner ! said the priest with surprise — But he is a 
good young man, replied she, he has been con- 
fined these six years. He is an heretic ! con- 
tinued the priest But your prayers are power- 
ful, replied the woman. In fine, she prevailed, 
and for twelve days the spiritual father said mas?, 
fbr twelve days our countryman travelled, the 
priest Was paid, and our countryman got free. 
We remained in the forest until night, which 
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odls the p^s^t to his cottagciy o^Ue4 ViS ta|»pi- 
gin our jourii^y* At the junction of the to^S| 
aa the night was yif ry dark, we were o^n irt a 
loas, but w^ committed ourselv^ to f^^feuii^ 
and she alw^tya directed us right. 

At day-break ve were forty miUs ffc^ V^tr 
^Tij and two p^ites beyotvl Loi^wy, the M^aU c^ 
which we skirted wkh ditfi<?ulty, hei^ the 
isun»; ^hoM app^roach we did not h^I Fitl^ J9fs 
h^gm to gUutt dong t^^ ^ky, we balto^ v$ 
oixier to look out for n retreat On our right> w 
ateep hiU overhung the road, onwUch ^t9 
was s^me thick brushwood ^ oa ouriefl: t^r^ 
WW a deep valley, through which r»n a rivulel* 
We had no water, our mOuths were pafqhed witb 
thmtf yet, as the peasanti$ were coming abroMt' 
could we barter our liberty for a drink of water ? 
like Tantalqs, we saw the running stream, yefc 
pi^r lip^ could not reach it. We prepjarod to 
ascend the hill, but when we gp^ined th# bottom 
of if, we looked round and beheld the delicious 
strc^awi whieh was full in view. We madfi an invo- 
luntary movement towards the top of the valley, 
ai|d before! we could form any d^tei^mination, by 
sci;amblin^, and rolling, and leaping, we fownd 
ourselves ^ the brink of the cufrent. We lay 
4criyn, sitretehed - out our necks, and quenched 
our ikv^t Not a i»w>tint was to be k>»t; we 
af»t9ft^ted, elawb^ied np the side of the yalt 
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Ifjr^ !|diiymg at the chHdrehe* gam^ — Hide aiid 
W9ky with the tHide French natioa. l^e ro^ 
IVM dear, Ve crossed it^ ascended the hill^ and 
^Dnhnd a secure retreat. 

One cf lis watched fevery t^o hours, while the 
oi^er two slept; th6se who got ^e fir^t nap, the 
tnoment ^y feli ai^lefep, became paie, and tremf^- 
bled as a perison does in an ague : in half &n hour 
a kindly glow took place, which contimied tiU 
Hnfey were roused From «lnmbcr. By the after- 
noon we bade adieu to Morpheus, and sittii^ 
side by >side> we found otlrsdves ill a pleasing 
huinour, somewhat iike th^t of Sancho, or som^ 
one equally illutstrious, when he prayed heavett 
to blt^ss the man who first invented sle(ip. 
t When ike mind is in a happy humour, the 
fhnty often frisks about As i surveyed the 
hill on which we sat> I thought of ti» giants^ 
those illustribus personages of dnthqbity, whd 
tore rocks, and mountain^ and islands, from 
their bases, and tumbled thehi into thk ur, with 
their cattle^ atid tiiebs^ aitd riTer$, tiuiftly feed^ 
in^, and growing and flowing upon them. Now^ 
lliDught I^ would one of those giants give oUi* 
bill a twitch from its basis, ddd taken a few 
tttides with it upon hid head, to giVe iisacast 
on our way. But fatre I was intemipted in my 
iublime speculations^ by one of my frieiids, >^ho 
obserVidy that we were like owti, that shunoefl 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 NARRATIVE OF AK 

the face of day. What a degrading comparison ! 
No,cried I,my mind glowing with sublime concep- 
tions, w^ loll it our ease, like the gods oa mount 
Olympus, surveying the turmoil of mortals be- 
l6w. We distinctly heard and saw the peasants 
pajBsing along the road-^and like the gods, also, 
we gave ourselves up to feasting— saying this, I 
opened my knapsack; but our ambrosia is sau- 
sages, arid our nectar good brandy. 

In the evening we sallied from our lurking 
place, and began our night's march. After pass- 
ing through several villages, we arrived at Ar- 
lon, a small fortified town, which we attempted 
to pass, but perceiving the gates. open, m» de- 
termined to push through them. Perchance 
you have seen a mouse, when all was silence, 
creep out of its hole : it warily looks abroad, 
then slowly makes progressive motion, casting 
its quickly glancing eye around it. In sueh a 
manner we advanced. There were no centinels, 
those cerberuses of walled cities. We gained 
the middle of the street, and like -Eneas in flam- 
ing Troy, we were in the midst of enemies; but 
like him,- ^e hoped to escape through the ob- 
scurity of night. V Fortune again favoured us, 
we reached the other gate, and in a few. minutes 
found ourselves in the country. 

Day began to dawn, and we wandered about 
for a considerable time before we could find a 
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lurking place. At last we observed a few youBg 
tjees nearly in a circular form, which, by inter- 
weaving with beachen boughs, the leaves of 
which winter had: kindly spared to us, we form* 
ed into a tolerable retreat. This w6 termed dur 
fortified camp. After we had taken a quantum 
suflficit of sleep, sausages and brandy, we sat up 
aAd listened to a blackbird, which sung delight- 
fully at some distance from us. Our enjoyment, 
however, was soon interrupted by a sound little 
in unison either with the melody of the bird, or 
with our feelings. A noisy cur ran' rcmnd oui^ 
lurking place. This rendered our situatioij Very 
u&pleasaoit, but he soon retired, and left the . 
blackbird to perform her parjt alone. Philoso* 
phers say, that the train of our ide^s influences 
our opinions. Those notes of the blackbird, said 
my friend the Scotchman, resemble very much 
the t>eautiftil tune — ^The banks ,of , Invermay.-^ 
No, sbadd my, friend the Irisbmap, with great good 
kuQiDur, I shall tell you what the tune is, it is Erin 
go bragh. I could not settle the dispute, but we 
all ^f^ed that the notes were afavourable omen, 
wUch presaged, success. As soon as the daik^ 
ness and silepce bega^ to reign, we recommenc- 
ed our toUs. The journal of this night is short 
and simple. We pai^sed through several vil- 
lages, sonpe curs, barked at us ; we skirted some 
walled towns, and I fell into a pit ^nd sprained 
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my ancle. ]>ay came forth) and kkid^ 
us a fine beath^ which afifonicd uft au excdieftt 
place of' concealment. Dunang^ the aft|E;mocMi«a 
shepherd, who sat upon a neighbouring hil^ 
whi^e his dog ky at his fbot, serenaded us with 
his pipe* 

Next night was vety dark, and. as the country 
waa completely intersected with fOads, we de>* 
termined to enquire our w^ to La Roche^^ For 
this purpbse one of our iViends w^s dispatobed 
to the next village. A peasant who met hinl) 
replied to his inquiry, that it would be impossi- 
ble for him to find tbe town in such a nigbt^ 
for it was situated as he said) abiohtmMt^kms^m^ 
enfer. Our ftiend gravely replied, tliathewa* 
not bound to that region ; and that- iff such wa| 
the latitude of the place, it would certaiqly be 
extremely difficult to find it The peas$^' 
smiled, and -as he saw that our ^end would not 
be dissuaded from hk purpose, he direct^ him 
what course to steer. The peasant^s instmctMM 
were either wrong, or we did not rightly coii^ 
prehcnd them ; fbr our course was in a short -tim# 
interrupted by the river Oust. One of our com- 
panions swam across it to reconnoitre; but jrc 
soon beheld him returning,, struggling against 
the current; and he joined us with theidrsagree^ 
able intelligence, tliatnoroad could ' be foufid; 
We turned ^ on our hed and- retraced our steps^ 
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Midnight broog^ utf to a village^ which w« en* 
tered, and advancing to a bon»e, resolved to 
rapafr tlbe dpoi^, in order to enquire tiie toad. 
Often MTas the hand raiaed to give the mp^ and 
asfoftea was it withdrawn* Perhaps, said w^, 
iHm houiste is inbabiteld by the national guards; 
pc»hmps( it may put a period to our waiideiriiig^ 
8hd the rap maly be the fbneral kndl of o^ 
hopes. Bat at leiigth the eventful rap \fcas givcnj 
unA we stood ready to scamper off/ oa the lea^t 
i^w of hostility. We beard fbotstefps approabh^ 
Kig^*«^thfe do^r Was opened^ Mid out issued a V^;f 
civil fellow. He took us for French desertfet^ 
and Idndly direbted tis to the i%ht road; but 
this^wafi not enough^ vs^ithdut dredsihg hites€?lf, 
ht condacted izs> lipMfafdd* of a (^uartep of a- tfiQi 
oA our way. 

We again «rivted at^ the ©Mt/ The- pfeasaitft 
had informed u^ that th^tj W^^ i fej^tymaii <rtS 
the opposite Slide, yrho wtould, byVjeaJlmg otf him J 
.pirtr TO across. We,^ Itowevelr, <r0rfiide*ed it 
jdorie; prudemt ' to p^br oter it by» s#{Krfming^, . ai 
our appekrance, arid thqlidur^of the night Idbk^ 
ed viry suspidous< AecdlrdBngly^ wfe* pJttcfged 
wto the ^ater, bi^ffeted- the^ cutte^t, * aiid^gairied 
tfcr oppwite^ bank ; but juet as^ W6 A^f e s^raxifb- 
Ibtag to > land, the ferryman's dbg hdile^n*, anti 
amentaeed €m aji^rc^di; to his master, whc^ 
came stalkin^^^e anappHrilioA t^^^ dobf; 
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We gave ourselves. a few shakes, and scampered, 
off with all speed. 

. La Roche is situated in a deep valley, sur- 
rounded by lofty mountains, at the bottom of 
jYhich the Oust passes;' the road by which we 
approached it, was more like » stair than any 
^hing elsjB ! for there were steps libsolutely cut 
out of the rock. On one side there was a dread- 
ful precipice, and bad not the weather cleared 
up, we probably would have made otie step 
only to the bottom, whefre our fears, our hopes^ 
and our journey, would have found a termina- 
tion. 

At three o'clock we entered the town, ^yid as 
we walked through the streets anxiously looking 
round us, all was stillness — all seemed to be bu- 
ried in profound sleep. We marched down the 
principal street, and arrived at the river ; but, 
alas! figure to* yourself the thirsty traveller 
making his way through the parched Jeserts.of 
Africa. Before him is a mountain, on whose « 
summit rests a black cloud, which in a short 
timt pours down the declivity a beautiM 
stream, he hastens forward, but the earth is 
more thirsty than himself — ^and when he arrives 
not a drop remains. He stands and gazes with 
astonishment. Hius stood we* when we could 
not perceive a bridge ; we returned and traced 
out every street;, but with no better success. 
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We now rewUcctcd the peasant 8 desciriptioa 
qf the place, and we remembered the observa. 
tiau of Virgil, that tlie descent to Avernus is 
easy enough ; but to get out o^ it — Hoc opus, 
hiQ labor est. . 

In this dilemma, we were reduced to the ne- 
<:essity of squiring our way. We, therefore, 
rapt at one door, then at another, thundered at 
a. third ; but not a soul would open the door to 
the weary traveller. The habitations of men 
were around us ; yet we beheld not the least 
sign V of animation. At last on perceiving an 
image of the vii^in over a door, one of my com- 
pjank>ns, observed, that within there would be 
humanity or hypocrisy, and either of these w? 
might certainly turn Jo our advantage. 

We rapped at the door, and in a short time 
heard a person approaching; this was the criti- 
cal moment far our scheme, which was to pour 
upoii him the instant the door was opened, a 
shower of compliments. The bolt was removed, 
apdrthen we exclaimed, "Here lives a gopd 
man; the image i^ a proof that his piety is not 
confined within dopfs. It is shown to the whole 
world — ^he cannot fail to feel that compassion 
winch is, due to the traveller." The door was 
opened, and a man pushed out his head, of 
whpm we lenquired the way to the bridge. He 
ba4e us go to the river. Poor consolation !— that 
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we had alre^iy dane. He then* peered into our 
face9^ turned his eye rounds and ia alow yoide^ 
desired us to return to tke liver, and close to 
idae foot of the mountain, we would find a nat^ 
row path cut out of the rock, which would 
lead us to the bridge. We had cpusidaable dif- 
Acuity m finding tlie path, which is a very dan>- 
gerous one. The rock, or mountain, on the side 
of which it is cut, overhangs the riv«ir, 2tnd for 
a mile there is iM)thing to prevent people falling 
over, but a slender row of osiem^ The a^oont 
was steep, we wane greatly fatigued, btit the 
hopes of finding, a resting place, supported tis 
urnder all our laborious march^ How c^t^ti^ hi 
the journey of life do we sit down, and ory that 
all is vanity; for often when we expect af de* 
lightful plain,, a ragged ^ moui^ain started up 
before us. Such literally ws^ota^r case ; when we 
gaxmed the bridge we beheld an lrmnense»oun[^ 
taiot which it was necessary to passy stretohhtg 
before us. We wete- all completely exhausted J 
I sttfieced much from the pain of my aj&dh; wd 
sat down, and . cast a languid i ^e belbre m.^^ 
What was to be done^^-were we to abandon ouir 
hopes? No-rr-we took a lit«le''brttidyj andiibeii 
we thou^tott the land of liberty, smd welfound 
that the union of hope and^ to-and^^ formed « 
^ghty good stimuhis. Ammati^d to new 
itrength, wa .iom and recomiweiU!ed;#w toi&; 
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andcmth ^sevmng exertiotn gained the mmr 
mit o£ the mountatn. fortane is sadd ta be car 
prieioiia^ we rioally began to think that tdiete 
wasLi^me tiiutb in the Qhservation; ftri^ Imd. 
{MPe^qdrnothing to siielter nsf^tbe sununit was 
quite bare, • 

WesQ/t dewB^ and directing our.e^^s along 
the raad> which we had to pass, beheld a vilkigD^ 
which hfd already given up its ihhabitants to 
lajiioun We surveyed them as a husfoaikiinaa 
does an anny of locpsts, whose bourse is defltrac*- 
tion; however, there was no alternative, we 
waie 4Dbl%ed to pass through the village ; ^ 
werd was giveiv ancd off we marched. Sotm 
after we had entered the village^ I observed a 
peaisant who- eyed ua Very particularJy* 1 
thooghtiit best to accost hkn^ as I was leading 
the way, whiph I didy by wishing hhtt good* 
ttttmin^ ; and a$; tfaert vm jsomething in his 
I^bysiognomy which announoed him to b« a cixr^ 
ftliowf I:asked him for a drink of milk. Hb 
obeerfisllyjgiant^ ^our request, and invited us 
Qltet faiSjhfiluBei ' Af^er we/ had diank^ the grate-^ 
Mbevicvage) oin/host^addre^sedone ofony cpnv* 
j^nitaa^ as an^ old &^i^ad-r^ seijdant wkp haA 
fae^i'tUiioe in tbat^ distridt • foi con^oriptor We 
^ amfstd him, that he^ w«$>niisteken ; \mt ^s ^bore^ 
assettion^ Ibr' we dl4 not chuse to descend -tO' 
pw^iiters^ CMIM' ovevc&me belief, we^ co«i^ 
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tinued our assertion, and he continued in his bel 
lief. At parting, however, in order to quiet our 
fears, he said to. us, in a whisper, " I knbw who 
you are; hut he uot alarmed^ — I shall take i» 
notice of itJ' At that moment, another peasant 
entered the house, and committed the same 
mistake,^ addressing our friend as the recruiting 
Serjeant. As we, found that they were favour* 
ably disposed to deserters, we did not persist ia 
our endeavours to undeceive them ; and after 
thanking them for their hospitality, we marched 
off— my friend as a French Serjeant, and we as 
his comrades. How many walk through life, 
as we did through the village, in an assumed 
character. As deserters none molested us ; had 
we been known to be British prisoners, it is 
most probable that we would have been hunted 
down by the whole village. 

On. the following evening, we began. ouf 
march at nine o'clock. The night was very 
dark, and like a ship in a storm, we knew not 
whether we were in our right course* We 
skirted some walled ""towns, and fell into ditches^ 
we passed through villages, and in all our wan* 
derings, we knew not whether we were making 
rectilinear motion, or whether we were like the 
earth in her diurnal course, or rather like ahorse: 
in a mill, returning to the place whence we j^t 
oat. Towards morning we fonnd ourselves uppn: 
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the tbp of a mountain, and there we determined 
to remain' till day opened the country to our 
view. Sleep was with us always— our jf?rfw^ 
Achates — our trusty comrade. And had not 
one of our companions fortunately kept aw^ke, 
day, when she opened her eyes, would have 
found ours shut. We perceived a wood, &nd 
directed our course towards it, in hopes that it 
would yield us a secure retreat ; but the wood, 
like many of the objects of our hopes,, proved 
deceitful ; for it could aflFord us no shelter. 

We held a counsel of war, consulted our map, 
and after mature deliberation, we resolved to 
make a bold push through a chain of villages, 
which, by a circuitous route, would bring us 
that evening close to Liege, provided we could 
support the fatigues of the forced march. Hav- 
ing come to this determination, we buried our 
knapsacks, and our pockets became the reposi- 
tories of our provisions. The hand of time, 
which produces strange revolutions, had given 
lis venerable beards, and we intended to curtail 
their exuberaince ; but to our extreme regret we 
found that our razor had forsaken us in thd 
journey. We, however, put on clean linen, 
which gave us a more respectable appearance, 
and w^ resolved to go into the iirst village we 
eatfie to, in order to get shaved. , When we 
arose, and were about to move forward, we 
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felt by a kind of insttinctiVe feeltng, ilurt eib 
baoks w«pe bereavieHi iDf the load^ to ^ich hum 
ger had often oast an eye of comptecency ; naoA 
we turoed rofund, tod cast a melancholy Ibclk 
towards the graves of our knapsacks^ >At ten 
o'clock we came to a Village. D*mo»thenes » 
taid to have shaved his beard, that he t^gkt 
not . hi^ve occasJion to come abroad^ How 
strangely do fashions change, we tnoved for* 
Ward^ and on meeting a peasant, tnc^uired wfaie<^ 
ther there was an inn in the village^ He cob4 
dcK^ed us to one kept by an old woman, who on 
our entrance looked at us, then looked at our 
beards, and we enquired for the biarbir* The 
peaj^ant whom we m^t, and who accompanii^ us 
to the inn, answered fot the old woman. He 
told us, that there Was one in the village, but 
he was a miserable hand ; and, if we chose^ he 
wmdd go for his Own razor. His oflfer wd 
thankfully accepted, he went away and returned^ 
and by th« time we had smoothed our chins^ a 
very unwelcome visitor entered the house; aibrert 
^^gcr> (garde forests.) The pcbple of this descrip« 
tion are armed with a musket and bayonet; tbeif 
4uty is to preserve the forests, to arrest vagrants^ 
and detain travellers without passports. 

He eyed us with a suspicious air; I was next 
him, add I immediately attacked Inm with a 
few compliments, in order to give him a favour-i 
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routine of compJiiBjentary phrases; we codea^ 
t««ired to divert h^ attention by the flow of 
GPiliriei!9atiQn« At one tnne talking aho\xt the 
weather, at another time aho^ the heauty of 
the country ; but, alas! a pause was destined to 
ensue, then be darted upon us a full look— such 
a look! and asked us, whence we came* This 
was the rub.-^A convenient story, in this dilem- 
ma, came to our aid ; and we graced the recital 
of it, with an easy assurance. 

Bow fortunate was it, diat our chins were 
imoothed ; and what we deemed an evil, the in^ 
terment of our knapsacks, proved a real good. 
Our story ikras this : — that we belonged to Liege, 
th^t we had been to Durluy, at a wedding, and 
tfliat we did not think it necessary to have pai^- 
ports^ for such a trivial distance. 

He gave credit to our story, and even ex- 
pressed a desire to serve us ; but our reply to 
him, had not prudence forbade it, would have 
been similar to that of the Athenian ambassa- 
dor's to Philip. Aflber an audience, he enquired, 
whether he could be of any seryice to them ? 
^f The greatest service that thou couldest do us," 
said they, " would be to hang thyself." However, 
we iisedhim very civilly, and he accompanied us 
part of our way. Thus the very man, who was; 



Digitized by 



Google 



go NAIUUTIVE OF A«r ^ 

appomtecl to arrest us, very politely poioiked out 
the road by which we were to Escape. 

As soon as we parted .with our friend the 
ranger, we pushed forward; and befaig greatly 
fatigued, we looked round, but in vain, for a 
resting place, and in this manner we were 
obliged to continue our march the whole day. 
In the evening we found ourselves close to the 
Meuse, a few miles above liege, . tvhidt we 
resolved to pass through, as we could not 
avoid it. 

We entered the town, knd it was amusing 
enough to justle at one time with a municipal 
officer, and at another with one of the national 
guards. We had passed through walled towns 
^ in perfect safety ; and danger by repetition be- 
" comi?s less * the object of fear. However^ we 
pushed forward, but from our ignorance of the 
place, we were ah hour in passing to the oppo- 
site gate. Imagine a miser, who after surveying 
his gold, going abroad, he meets a persou with 
a fine coat ; " I cian purchase a finer one," says he, 
" but I wisely secure my moiiey.in my strong 
box." He meets a splendid equipage ; ^*^ foolish 
profusion," says he, "I can purchase a more 
splendid one ;" and again he thinks on his strong^ 
box. He returns home ; but he finds his strong 
box empty. Imagine how he stands. 
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'thus stood we when we found the gate shut 
Alas } thef inhabitants of Li^e virere not tike 
the heroes of Ossian, whcsc gates midoight 
never barred against the footsteps of tlie 
stranger. Before the gatie we perceived a c&\^ 
tinelj walking his shadowy rounds. We ad- 
▼anced, and assailed him with gold, but we as^ 
sailed him in vain. Wliat can gold not accom* 
plisli? yet it could not open the gates of Liege. 

We turned round our languid feet^ and uKcer-. 
tain how to act, we wandered about the town^ 
Kke the ghosts of theimburied, till one o'clock* 
That hour which had given so many to repose, 
found us awake in anxious suspense. We .en- 
deavoured to find admission to many a house^ 
but not one would permit the \veary traveller to 
pass the threshold ef his door. Humanity was 
denied us ; we seemed to^ be thrown out from 
society; and, exhausted^welay down in the 
^treeta waiting our i fate. I endeavotnrd to he 
eon tent; I have ever tulmired the stme phik>^ 
iophy *• Act as duty directs, : and grieve not 
fat consequences which belong not to you; 
Be moderate in prosperity ; be fiim in adversity. 
You may wish for good, says, cme of the aur 
cients, but you must learn to support evil ; and, 

* This narrative, as it was at first writtfu for the press, was 
full of classical quotations. These have been rejected. 

Thi Editor. 
o 
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says another^ wherever a brave man is^ there is 
his country; and, said I, wherever he lays down 
his head, there is his bed ; saying this, I placed 
a stone under my head for a pillow. 

Horace, after being surfeited in the palaces of 
the great, might retire to his rural seat, and 
sing against banqueting. Or Seneca, after surr 
vcying his wealth, and securing the key of his 
strong box in his pocket, might moralise against 
riches^ but certainly I had some merit in ex-* 
tracting contentment from my lowly bed ; but 
what was our merit ? and if most people would 
examine their mojives they perhaps would have 
as little cause to applaud themselves. 

We continued in the streets, because none 
would admit us into their houses ; and we lay 
down in the street, because we could no longer 
stand. In turning round my head, a light from 
an adjacent house attracted my attention, and 
called up a new train of ideas. If you have 
£ve guineas in your purse, your friends will 
rally round you, and put in five guineas more ; 
but if your purse is empty, they will turn their 
backs, and say, let it be empty still : but if a 
man wants a country and friends, gods and men 
will pity him the more. 

At this moment a human being stood at a 
small distance, surveying ns in silence; he saw 
that we were houseless strangers, yet he passed 
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hot on the other side; no, he advanced close 
to us. How gentle, how diffident is the lan- 
guage of pity. " You have chosen an humble 
bed,'" said he, in a mild tone. He-who has been 
long accustomed to unkindness mistrusts even 
the tone of pity. We raised ourselves to our 
elbows. " Yes, we have chosen an humble 
bed,'' was our reply ; but this was accompanied 
by a manner which plainly said, go thy way. 
He turned round, as if to depart ; the resolu-* 
tion was momentary, for he instantly again re- 
sumed his position. " You are strangers/' said 
he. " And we are refused the right of hos- 
pitality."* " Will none shelter you for the 
night?"* " None will open their doors.** " I 
have a house,** said he, after a pause, " come 
with me, it will hold us all.** We started to our 
feet, and benevolence and gratitude united in the 
genial flow of conversation. 

The worthy fellow, who was a barber, and 
who was on a professional embassy, requested 
us to accompany him, and he would introduce 
us to a friend. We were introduced in style. 
The barber spread out the implements of his 
profession; his friend's face was lathered, the 
operation commenced. While the worthy fel- 
low's arm was manoeuvring upon his friend's 
face he related our simple story. His frieiui 
caught the glow of sympathetic feeling. " How 
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can they escape from this town ?* said the bar-. 
ber. The friend murmured, for had he opened 
his lips, a deluge of suds would have flowed 
into his mou<ih. His eye looked big, and his 
breast laboured with some portentous event; who 
shall describe the scene? Who can describe how. 
the worthy barber, while his right hand holding, 
the razor, hung suspended in the air, and while 
the left held the nose of his friend, gazed and 
looked with amazement. Who can describe how 
the friend with his right hand pushed away the 
left arm of the barber, while with his left hand 
he seized a corner of the towel, and cleared 
away a passage around his lips for his words. 
** What is the matter?** cried the worthy fellow^ 
with surprise. We started from our seats, and 
rallied round them. 

" They shall escape to night,*" said the land-t 
lord, with emphasis. The barber laid down the 
razor> and cut a few capers. We repeatedly 
enquired how that was to be eflfecteA The 
worthy fellow at last echoed the question — 
« how is that to be done?** " Finish the busi- 
ness,^ said the landlord, "and you shall know.** 
The barber seized the lather-*charged brush, in- 
stead of the razor, and began the operation 
anew. The landlord cried stop. Unfortunate 
word ! the brush in its sweeping course plunged 
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into his opened mouth, and the worthy fellow 
was recalled to his mistake. 

The business was at length finished, and we 
all sallied out under the robe of darkness. Part 
of the ramparts was under repair ; we hastened 
to the spot, and to our great joy perceived that 
the breach was practicable. Before moimting 
the wall we surveyed our ground. Silence and 
darkness were around us ; in language expres- 
sive of our warmest acknowledgments, we tpok 
leave of our friends, and escaped over the ram- 
parts. I shall never think of this adventure 
without pleasure ; and I shall never feel the hand 
of a barber on my chin, but I shall remember 
our French friend. Honest fellow, may thy 
wigs be the most renowned in all Dege ! ! 

At day-break we found ourselves in a flat 
open country, without wood to shelter us. We 
left the high road, and continued our journey 
till twelve o'clock; when, about three miles from 
Tongres, we arrived at a wood, which afforded 
ps a good retreat. How sweet is rest after 
fatigue. During one day and a half, and two 
nights^ we had not slept above an hour. We 
sunk dov^n under the shade of a tree, and in 
sleep we forgot our dangers and toils. 

At ten o'clock we resumed our journey; wc 
passed round the walls of Tongres. Towards 
^Mmiing, while we were approaching Hasse^ 
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we heard several guns fired. Alwm^, vrc 
halted, and endeavoured to divine the meanii^ 
of such an uftusual circumstance. Were the re- 
ports intended to announce our approach; or 
did the people fire upon us, as the fearful pea- 
sants do, into a wood at random, upon a tiger 
which they dare not approach ? Before wc had 
leisure to canvass the matter, the merry chime 
bf music bells burst on the dull ear of night 
This removed our fears, for the firing and chim- 
ing were merely the voice of mirth and jollity^ 
ushering in the dawn of May-day. 

At five o'clock we entered a plantation of 
osiers, and there remained all day. In the 
evening, being now close to the frontier, we de- 
termined to enter a village, to procure a guide, 
as we were assured that this was the only way 
to elude the vigilance of the national guards. 

At twelve o'clock we arrived at a town on 
the frontier, and made up to an inn, where wie 
heard dancing and mirth. We entered it, and 
were moving on to the light notes of music, 
when in the passage we came full upon two of 
the national guards. Thanks be to Bacchus, 
their optics were a little dimmed, and they did 
not observe us. We shrunk back, left the inn, 
and fied. Our fear soon subsided ; we stopped, 
^looked at one another, and pronounced the 
injfortant question, What is to be done? This 



Digitized by 



Google 



ESCAP£ FROM tRATStCt. %7 

was our determinatiotiy that one should return 
to the charge^ that is to say^ the inn, and at all 
hazards effect our purpose. The choice was de- 
cided by lots. We retired into a corner, while 
our scout went out armed with resolution on this 
delicate expedition. 

Our friend in a short time returned to us ; 
we looked into his face, but had not resolution 
to speak ; he, however, soon removed our fears, 
by the cheering expression — Fortune favours 
the brave. " I made my way into the inn/' 
said he, *^ and advancing to the landlord, I said, 
touching him gently upon the shoulder, and 
giving him a wink, I am a traveller, and wish 
to have your assistance. Here I ginned the 
gold in my pocket/ * You are a traveller,* re* 
joined he, looking inquisitively at me; * I un- 
derstand you.' * And I wish to pass the bar- 
riers to night.' * Ha !' said he, glancing fear- 
fully round, as if afraid to be overheard, * that 
is a difficult afiair.' * Yes,' repeated he, look- 
ing towards the spot where the gold lay con- 
cealed, ' tiiat is a difficult affair.' ^ You shall 
be handsomely rewarded.' But he still re- 
peated, it is a difficult business. I took oiit 
some gold; it met his eye. * Trust,' said I, * to 
our generosity.' * The business is done,' re- 
plied he. I told him that I had two companions ^ 
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. and I hasten to bring you this pleasing intelli- 
gence.* 4 r> " ,'. 

We reached th6 inn; oujr. friend entered, <he 
IdJidlord came out, and. conducted, us to a stable. 
What were our emotions when we b^egan^ to 
consklei' our situation. Amidst dapger§ and 

. ditficulties a moment of inactiqn is painful. ThAt 
night was to decide our fate; but I am not in a 
humour fol* moralizing* , , ; * t . 

About two x)'dock we heard - somebody .ap- 
proaching; it was our landlord. We started up 

; to our feet ^' Now is the time," said he,, ".,^11 
the national guards are tripping away inerri^yan 

•i the* dance, except the two on guard, who are 
retupned to their post ; and as for them, they are 

* mellow enough;, they can see almpst as.Wiellas 
an owl at midoight We paid him handsw>^ly> 

* quickly departed, and, without being questioned, 
passed the barriers j ■ , . 

- Conceive our. emotions when we found our- 
selves, in Holland ; those only who have un4er- 
:gone our toils audwsmderings, and who bf^ve 
experienced out hopes and fears, can dpjusti^e 
I to liur^eelings. On the roads we were jnfocm- 
ed that our passports would be.irequired^pf us 

-at the toirtns; only, wbere we lodged aU n^t; 

t Ami to save the police th« trcnib^ pf d^^n^ng 
what we had not to ^ve, ^e thought proper tp 
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sleep always in small villages. We passed 
through Bois le Due, a most beautiful towu, 
?^nd found on the Meuse a boat, in which wc 
embarked for Rotterdam. 

We told our story to several, in whom we 
thought we could confide, and all treated us 
with kindness. I enquired for a gentleman, 
whose name I had heard mentioned by a friend 
at Verdun, as having forwarded a letter to him 
from England. The worthy man was ill, and 
confined to bed, yet he received us kindly; and 
after hearing my story, he treated me as a bro- 

. then. He sent us to a house which he thought 

^ wpuld prove a proper asylum ; but the police 
w^re apprised of our arrival, and next morning 
the house was surrounded by men in search of 
^s. We mounted to the garret, crept out at a 

. window, and crawled over the roof of the house, 

and escaped. The benevolent man, to whom we 

, repaired, and told our tale, again received us, 

and kept xis several days. The master of a Dutch 

, vessel offered to take one of us ; we cast lots, 
and I was chosen : I dressed myself as a sailor, 
and entered on board in that character. 

On our arrival at Maastlungs, the crew was 
examined, and I passed very well ; but we were 
detained two days by a contrary wind, and in 
that time an order came from the minister of po- 
Kce, requiring that the crews of such vessels as 
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were as we bound to sea, should be most par- 
ticularly examined. The master called me — he 
was sitting on a small cask with a pipe in his 
mouth — I stood before him — he looked at me, but 
continued to take a few more whiffs — I was not 
a little anxious to learn what great event was la- 
bouring in his breast. At length the pipe was 
taken from his mouth, the saliva discharged, and 
he addressed me in this pithy sentence. " You 
must go about your business.*' I turned on my 
heel, got on shore, and with difficulty returned 
to Rotterdam. Here I must do justice to the 
Dutch character. The kindness we received in 
France during our journey, was conferred on us 
as Frenchmen, who were flying from the jail or 
the army ; but in Holland we were treated with 
kindness, because we were British subjects. 

A fortnight elapsed when we had an opportu- 
nity to get away; we procured American papers, 
went to the police office, where we passed as 
sailors ; after being measured and interrogated 
we embarked on the Sd June, jailed on the 4thy 
and on the 7th, we had the inexpressible joy to 
land in our native country. 
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XN the hour of peace and tranquillity, our industry 
and virtue are often the best proofs of our patriotism ; 
but in the moment of danger every man of probity^ in* 
fluencei and learning, should stand forward in defence of 
the constitution. Our posterity demands from us the U* 
berty which we inherit from our fathers ; if the British 
constitution is destined to fall, in its ruins, justice and li^ 
berty will find a grave>, America will still be free; The 
interests of America^ lind of Britain are combined — one 
fate awaits them. The British navy protects the Ameri- 
can States; for were the ocean once open to France, 
she would unquestionably surround them, with her 
armies ; and^ by force or artifice render them obse- 
quious to her views. 

I have ever been ready to do justice to the British 
constitution ; but never did I perceive its full value, 
till I had an opportunity to know the real state of 
France. The cause of Britain is the cause of every thing 
that is great and good among men. Where, but in Bri- 
tain, can men speak the language of freedom i Fear is 
the principle of despotism. Before it confidence is dis*. 
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solved ; the glow of patriotism fades ; virtne seeks 
retirement^ and even the language of complaint is de- 
nied* Such are the sentiments which urge me t6 
write. 

It is the duty of a good citizen to love his country ; 
but to abuse an enemy is no proof of wisdom. Truth 
and candour require that justice should be done even 
to an enemy. The man who justifies an enemy, with* 
out the clearest evidence, at the expence of his coun- 
try, if he shows not himself disloyal, shows at least 
that his country is free. He who from disinterested 
principles speaks warmly of the institutions of his 
country will gain credit for his motives, even when his 
arguments fail to produce conviction. 

The praise which is lavished on Napoleon, in Fmnce, 
(san only be equalled by the abuse which is thrown on 
him in this country. The praise is no proof of the 
affection of his subjects; and the abuse, which is un* 
worthy of a generous enemy, can certainly do no ser- 
vice to the cause which it means to promote. The 
language of respect is modest and fearful of giving of* 
fence; the language of adulation springs from hope or 
fear. Napoleon is more intent on establishing his 
power, than in promoting the prosperity of his coun- 
try; and those who surround him are anxious to show 
their devotion to him, because they are anxious for 
preferment. Besides, he has collected his courtiers 
from every party; and while they ingeniously praise 
him for those qualities which he is desirous to be 
thought to possess, they employ warm language, in 
order to efface from his mind any mistrust of their 
loyalty. Is the abusive language intended to in« 
spire the people in this country with indighatioa 
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agfuntt him. The motives may be laudable^ but th« 
means are certainly inadequate to the purpose. The 
best means of rousing a people against an enemy, is to 
inspire them with an ardent love for their country. 
The abuse most probably in foreign countries will be 
deemed the effect of imbecility, by some, whil^ oa 
others it may have an unfavourable effect; for peo* 
pie generally espouse the cause of a man in propor* 
tion as they consider him unjustly accused. But the 
effect it will have on Napoleon himself, is the most 
powerful'arg'ument for its temperate exercise. In obe- 
dience to his orders, a person translates the English 
newspigpers ; asd if the abusive expressions are laid 
before him, his anger will be roused ; and, instead of 
examining his own conduct, his resentment will be 
roused against us. This is a principle in human na* 
tare. Speak to a man who has committed an of« 
fence in the language of scurrility, and he thinks not 
on his offence ; his feelings are roused against you. 

Do I adopt the sentiments of those who blame 
the severe language which many of our writers 
employ against Napoleon, while they complacently 
enough pass over his gusts of passion against this 
country ? No ; extremes mutually produce each other. 
Were a Briton unmoved to hear the language of our 
enemy, and examine his measures, he would be un- 
worthy of the liberty which he enjoys. What is to 
arrest the blood sti^ined foot of ambition but the 
burst of manly virtue ? Yet-speak not with the pe- 
tulance of imbecility, nor with the rancour of pre* 
judice. Substitute not declamation for facts ; nor in* 
vective for arguments. Adopt the language of a man $ 
speak in the calm and dignified tone of indignant 
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patriotisnij and our enemies will feel the force of con*- 
Tiction rankling in their breasts. 

The abusive language iKfhich the parties in this 
country use in speaking of one another, must be a 
matter of regret to every reflecting mind. Such language 
is addressed to our prejudices and passions, and in 
the proportion that these increase, reason and reflec- 
tion decay. The more we yield to prejudice and pas- 
won, at the expense of our reflecting powers, we be- 
come the less fit for liberty, and the more prone to 
commotion and slavery. 

Prejudice and passion generate rancour, and in this 
state of mind, the moment we feel doubtful of gain- 
ing the object of contention, we wish for its destruc- 
tipn, because our desire for it is supplanted by our 
enmity to our opponents. This demands the attention 
of every one who sincerely loves his country. 

You deem your opinions just, and therefore you 
are angry with those who differ from you. The mo- 
ment you forsake argument, you adopt a mode which 
has a direct tendency to the employment of force. 
Wherever there is the greatest liberty of opinion, there 
is the greatest mass of useful knowledge. It is not 
therefore unanimity of opinion, but unanimity of can^- 
dour, which is the desire of every wise man. 

What eflect has your abusive language on your own 
party? It renders them more bigoted, and more 
inaccessible to truth. What effect has it on those 
who are of no party ? It induces them to have strong 
suspicions of a cause which must be defended by such 
means. What effect has it on your opponents ? It has 
a tendency to inspire them with animosity, and induce 
them to attack you with malignity and calumny j 
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|irinciples which are highly pernicious to the morality, 
of a country. 

If your opinions are really just, they can be opposed 
only by prejudice or ignorance. Prejudice can be 
overcome only by the language of conciliation ; with 
benevolence and candour enlighten the mind, and ign(H 
ranee will disappear. Did a man MBrui that every ob«> 
ject had a yellow colour, or did a person affirm that a 
rock was a house, or a tree a man, you would neither 
be surprised nor displeased, when you perceived the 
disease of the one, and the defective vision of the otber^ 
You would undeceive them with mildness and candour. 
The same conduct is due to those who differ from yoa 
in opinion* 

Is Napoleon beloved by his subjects? The revolu- 
tipn in France overturned the government, demolished 
the palaces and altars, and moistened their ruins with 
blood and tears. Factions successively arose, which 
by their crimes spread around them terror and dismay. 
Those who stood forward often fell by the hands of 
their rivals, while those who sought retirement ^wenp 
pursued with suspicion and calumny. Mutual cotift* 
dence was lost; virtue and vice seemed to be con* 
founded; and even the word liberty, which had inspired 
the most enthusiastic ardour, was associated with the 
ideas of anarchy and crimes. 

Such was the period when Napolepn seized the reins 
of government. He had been a successful general, h^ 
was well known, and he became very popular; because 
every one flattered himself, that be would bring back a 
state of order and peace. It w^ the usual <>bserva* 
tion of ahnost every person^ He put an end to 
anarchy ; and, perhaps, he has saved from theguillo* 
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tine my fothcr, or irty brother, or my friend. He de- 
dured himself the friend of France ; he also declared; 
that to its prosperity every wish sbosid be sacrificed ; 
and that every exertion should be employed to pro- 
mote internal tranquillity, and terminate the war.-— » 
The war, however, continued, and the whole odium 
of it was charged to this country. Mr. Pitt died ; a 
burst of satisfaction resounded through the whole na^ 
tion, for the people now hailed the expected return of 
peace. Their hopes were disappointed, and they began 
to suspect the sincerity of Napoleon's profession, and 
their doubts received additional strength, when, in suc- 
cession, the Austrian, Prussian, and Russian wars broke 
out. The more intelligent part of the nation then 
clearly perceived, that he was not fighting for France; 
but for the aggrandizement of his family, and the ex- 
tension of his power. 

When his plans respecting Spain, which had been 
'long in preparation, were announced, a stifled barst 
of indignation murmured through the whole nation. 
Even Talleyrand, who is most obsequious to his 
master, and who on all occasions delivers his opinion^ 
with the most respectful diffidence, opposed the 
scheme. " Why," said the people, *' seize Spain, when 
she is completely under our influence, we receive her 
money^ and her army and navy are at our command.*^ 
The tendency of Napoleon's ambition is now clearly 
perceived. This is the language of one of his learned pro- * 
fessors. ** Our Emperor, is preparing for us great glory ; 
but he is also preparing for us great misfortunes.'' But 
such language can only be heard in secrecy, after years 
of confidence. For the people are still the same, fond 
of gaiety, or^ in our language, frivolity ; — in pursuit of 
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.plea3ure nl the cooceit, theatre, or hit; «t one moment 
sighing over their own distress, and at another rejcnc* 
ing in the glory of the great nation ; now wishing ipr 
peace, and at another time, rejoicing in the victories 
pf their armies ; tfaia hour feeling indignation at a base 
action, and the next forgetting every impression in new 
sensations. 

The characters which Napoleon's brothers hold in 
France may not be unworthy of attention. Take one 
pf our fashionable loungers, give in a dash of the 
beau, and you have the character of Jerome* lip^s 
is represent^ to be an amiable man. The Outoh 
were mvch attached to hipi; because his ardent 
desire was for their happiness ; regardless of his bro- 
ther's plans of ambition, bis first and only wish was 
the prosperity of Holland. Joseph i$ also said to be a 
worthy man j bat it is certainly no proof of his worth 
to bold a throne gained by perfidy, and dejuged by 
j^loQd. If be is really a good man^ what muH he suffer 
j^ beholding the death of so many brave mei|, whose 
oaly offence was in giving confidence to the faith of 
France. Were it not for Napoleon's generals, pei^- 
haps like Ms brothers he would fly to retirement 

The following anecdote was circulated among the 
higher ranks in France. If it is a fact, and it was ne* 
ver mentioned with the least degree of doubt, it will 
prove interesting^ If it is not' true, it will at least 
Itvince the feelings of the French nation. When the 
Pfike I)'£nghien wa$ seized^ Lucien, who well knew 
.Nappleon's intention, felt desirous to prevent it, and re- 
.paired to the Tuilleries. He obtained an audience of 
bi« brother, and remonstrated against a deed whi<^ 
would ft once shook tb« moral feeling of mankind, mil 
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' Stamp eternal disgrace on the name of Buonaparte. 
" He used every argtiment which his ingennity could 
'devise; he spoke in the glowing language of humility 
'and honour; but Napoleon remained inflexible, and 
he was obliged to retire without effecting his purpose* 
As alastresource, Lucien went to his mother, roused 
her feelings against the atrocious deed, and urged her 
to employ her whole art of persuasion to avert it. The 
old lady without delay hastened to the palace, and pre- 
senting herself before her son, fell down on one knee. 
She conjured him by his regard for his family, and by 
his affection for his mother, to save the life of the 
duke; she also conjured him by the honour of the 
French nation, and by his own glory, to grant her re- 
quest. He respectfully raised her up, and told her 
that he could not grant her request, because reasons 
of state, which she could not comprehend, prescribed 
to him his conduct. Lucien, when be learned the un- 
favourable issue of his mother's application, flew again 
to the Tuilleries, rushed into the presence of his brother, 
and upbraided him in severe language. — Napoleon be- 
came equally incensed — Lucien seized him by the col- 
lar — a general in waiting separatied them — Lucien gave 
up the contest. — ** I quit France,*' said he, as he waf 
about to retire ; *^ for I will not live under a man who 
disgraces himself at once as a son,' by his want of af- 
fection, and as a man by his cruelty. You will render 
every man," continued he, addressing his brother, 
''your enemy, and the day may approach when, like 
a second Nero, you will b^ dragged through the streets 
of Paris.** Lucien and his mother, next day set out 
for Italy, where they took up their residente. Na- 
poleon repeatedly urged them to return; but hit 
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solicitations i^trere iheffectaal. The Pope at length 
overcome the old lady's resolution; hut his spiritual 
counsels had no effect on Lucien. 

Bid Napoleon ever seriously intend to invade Bri- 
tain? This^ according to my information^ was the ge- 
neral opinion in France some time ago. Were 100,000 
to watch a favourable opportunity, and push from the . 
shores of France, and were 80,000 to effect a landing, 
the conquest of Britain would present no more difficul- 
ties than did the conquest of Holland. The volunteers 
would fly at the first fire, and the regular troops 
would give way at the first charge ; for how could 
'people whoHy immersed in their shops and warehouses 
become soldiers i and how could generals unac- 
customed to war, lead on an army f Were the French 
ignorant of the bravery which our troops displayed 
on the plains of Egypt and of Maida ? Those who are 
in the habit of deluding others easily delude them- 
selves. Our successes in Egypt were ascribed to other 
causes tbiln to British valour ; and with respect to the 
battle of Maida, it is but little known in France. In 
a. conversation with a French officer, my friend men- 
tioned it lis an instance of the valour of our troops. 
"Though the affair might have little value in its Imme* 
diate consequences, yet it was extremely important, 
-when viewed as a convincing proof of the ' bravery of 
lour troops. The officer replied, "t^at it must be a 
«iere report ;' for, had It been true, it would have been 
known id France.*' My friend said, " that the truth 
cfii did not admit of doubt ; because it was announced 
itt our* newspapers." '*Then,'' said the officer, laugh* 
iftg, tod putting an ejii to the conversation, '* I see 
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Uiat yovr iMtwfpi>p^r8 can tfU v^^r^^ »* ^^ «» ^^ 



^wd/' 



The French have now a different ^ppipioa of our 
.furmy^ since the soldiers of the two natioM aet in 
Spain* 'f be cheerful promptitude with which our go* 
vernment $tood forward to srcond the exertions of the 
patriots does it eternal honour. But the ebullition i^f 
patriotisn^ which was 4lie result of hatred towards the 
French) should have been organized with a bold and 
energetip band^ and led on through defeats to ultinftate 
victoiry. 

The fate of Spain iS) perhaps not yet decided; but 
whatever may be the immeidiate result, the conse- 
quences of the struggle will be important. Nappkon 
|iow knows whttt a people can achieve who desire to be 
fre^« livery Spaniard will tell bis children of the pei^ 
fidj and t^rasny of the French, and conjure them to 
avenge the cause of their fatheis. Tjie acclamatioos 
vfith which we behold the dawn of their struggle ;. our 
disinterested exertions to bring At to. a^orions issu^ 
wiU ever endear ^ name of a ^Bs^ton to the Spanish 
nation* But what is imm^diaMy i^j^icable to the 
^estioi^ Britudi soldievs have met and confuared 
those who are gener&Uy decerned invincible; who hav« 
over-run nations, routed armies, and chased kings from 
their thrones* The glorious destiny of the gr^at n^ 
^iopy and the invincible bravery of her troops, #re 
themes on which a Frenchmaa dwells . with fondoasi^ 
with rapture they are heard in every <|uarter — they le^ 
sound tbroi^h the whole en^ii^e* Sarrounding stiit^ 
says Na^leoi|9 must deem my troops invincible. W4 
are invincible I re-echoes ^ronj^ the wh^le $xm^f 
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The idea !» pr6p&gatecl througkTrittOfe and dpe coo* 
traenty with ft zeal which astumes a thonuand dtffwmfti 
forms. It is de^ed essentml to the glory aad'exitfteote 
fcf the«mpire. Were any French general to be coft'- 
quered, unless circumstances were indeed uiifavoiirabH 
he would be dismissed- from the service^ and, perhaps* 
lii confinement linger chat a miserable life* if a genenri 
cannot conquer, he 4^sfi at least fall| and daovf htmstif 
Invincible in death, if the i4ea }s correct^ kt humar 
tiity mark the ?eso)t. What crvef ^elfidhoess^^^^hiiH 
braye officeri, in order to rapport the power of one 
man, bring back the age of barbarism ? ^ Our Ewt- 
ipetor,^ said a veteran general, ** ha»4>een asneceslful 
commander, but he is cruel. To be imfbctonatK iki hia 
cause is to be crimtnul. Bupont, who bad beea his 
early'frielidy is a brave man, but he has been xmbi^ 
tilnat^; and, I belijsvei he is now in thci Temple, (torn 
ivhieh he, perhaps, never will return/' 

Ouf troops since tliey met the en^ipy Icel confident 
in themselves. They have given confidcnde to ik% nft> 
tion^^and^ they have announced to the powers of En- 
rope,' that the Ft^neh can be conquered. 
^^ The following* are the sentiments of French offiicers, 
6n ftr^rrretiirn home iVom Spain, to onr country men. 
" Onr infantry, lyhose discipline is admirable, are tes- 
ifbte iit the charge ; ' oar artillery is well served, «tid 
t>ut cavalry bears down every t&tQg befbre it. Even 
Nap^onfSelta moatentary glow of admiration, when 
%e fonrid 8ir John Moore had escaped him. The name 
jrf the 'unfettunate general was permitted for some 
tiirte ta ^be spoken of with respect, and even there 
seemed a' desire to do justice to the valour of our 
tr^ps ; but sueh sentiments were completely hostile 
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to the principles of l^TapoIeon's organbed system c^ 
tonqvest ; and they have been opposed, while the 
whole power of atgiiment and ridicule has teen em- 
ployed to defeat our olaims to the victories achieved 
by our troops, &c/' 

Napoleon now knows the bravery of our troops ; he 
will threaten an invasion,. if it can have the effect to 
alarm us, and if we cease to prepare for it, he will per^. 
haps make the attempt; but if we are fully prepared — ^if 
the strength, and particularly the energy and spirit of 
the country are called forth, he never will put bis thr^t 
in execution. 

•Many of our countrymen are ill U^ated in France — 
shall we retaliate on the priaoners who ar^ it^ our 
power ?' Humanhy forbids it— r^tbe ebftracter of>BcUaio 
-forbids it. Few in France, es^iieptlng those who are 
^connected with the governinedt, approve of )fa'pQleoo.*s 
severe measures, and were we to retaliate, our pooduct 
•would complete^ gratify his wishes, for it wopld, have 
the effect of turning the people's atte0tion from. him to 
us. They would cease to sympathise to the fi^e of our 
cou;itrymen, when they bdd cause, to feel rtsetftioeot 
against us for our treatment of their friends. NapjC^lpon 
would relax in his severity ! He would. pot,*-*-Dkl he 
ever express pity for those who bad yielded in battje/ 
Then the peo{^e would complain ! They dare not com* 
plain. The feet is, that the event would bficoipe,,^ 
•fruitful source of declamation against this cpi^t^, . / 

Oneof our cocmtrymen, who is rooid^st.and Mg^MiME 
in his manners, in: a long march through, fnince;, rer 
ceivcd mild treatment only fro^ t;wo'Q$c^„a Swis^ 
and a Frenchman, who had beeii^a* prisoner U^ fd^JB^dr 
tish in India. If our government peanqits the prlsfH^ers 
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to insuU/Our. soldiers, on their return home^j they. will 
proclaiin ws.to be cowards. If our governmeat con- 
tinues, tp.jexercise towards them every law of humanity^ 
thcn.every Frenchman who has been our prisoner, will 
on his release, cause the name of Britain to be respect- 
ed AKX^oj^g his friends. 

. Merchiaqt;s certainly stand not high in Napoleon's 
e8timati9n; but doesv he hate commerce? He^ indeed,' 
told tJ)^., merchants of Hamburgh, that he hated com- 
merce;, bj^t the import of his words may be easily un- 
derstqod, by adverting to his character. He is pas- 
sionate.— A pian of this description, often speaks from 
the ipppjajse of the mopiqn^, and his peevish words 
must not be. ^considered as the expression of either hid^ 
priiji^ip^^ J or opinion?. The fable of the fox and the 
gfapes^ is. a eoinplete elucidation of this subject. This 
is. thft impor^jF. Napoleon's language— Commerce must 
}ff^ un4fr^^)(<,QPf)troui ;^;ijifl^,, rather than not effect my 
purjgfcj^^,^.!^^ jivpuld . se^, it de^ft^ogred. If this is npt cor- 
rect^ wl^.^^^l^|se,.writei[^^ vi^hom he retains inliis ser^ 
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must bav^ money f6 support hU urmy And f hi; ipkn- 
dour of his throne. BiiC ccmmetce, While it ^bverUi 
our prejudices, tends toi'aise th^ mind to the efeivlLtidtt 
of liberty, and hence it might prove dangerdtrt to bh 
power. In Britain, goverrimedt only ^otecu cdni- 
merce; in France, commerce, as trell as eteiy otbel^ 
pursuit, either emanat^es from goVefument, or Hieft tdit 
for protection and encotiragement. tn a commerdtd 
country, the capital, if it is a seaport, beeomter the^ 
centre of liberty. Pari^ is not a seaport. It hair eol- 
lected within its walls agi-eat pi*oporti6h of the learHiA^ 
and talents of the nation ; and without being affected 
by the spirit of comtnerde, it will coAtidtle to giVift the 
tone to the inanners and chgiraiStfer 6f the people.' ' • 

[j^rance was a commercial country; ahd; iiitUfete-*' 
spect, she was only sometimes itiferior to BritAr. She 
bad large possessions in the t^^t and West Itf dil» ; som^' 
bfthe tihest provinces Iti AmeYieiL belonged* to*ber; itt 
fine, wherever w^ Torttted i'^ttlement, nhe b^m^^ilir 
rival. Kapoieon is; ho doubt, ab^ibu^ t^ V^IVe bet" 
oommercial prosperity ; but is ihe sptr*it'df Cdlwmeltn^ 
consistent with a military desp6tUm t h the ^Adh M 
the French government calculated tO^nspilTe imlU^ntt, 
anil to induce men to employ their fottime fni* tiWi/^ ' ^ 

Is Napoleon desirous of peaee?'Wfcre !it*to' taK€ 
place, would, he be anxious to maititiiin li i "Wkt u the 
opprobrium of the human race. W^ Ifttfe dtliltiilii^d' bj^ 
oiir ignoVarice and prejudices; we are Ted'iitf^o tVW 
by t>ur passions, by revenge, ambition, ana^Jftiyi ^d 
neglecting the enjoyments of peilce; We ttnllffply thdse 
evils which wisdom would teach Ufe to aVoffi/'^Wtf^ gbo^ 
man does i^ot love peace f lie who is <he ddi/feisit^ bf H 
can speak in theCpleasingdhd'gl6^dg1IJngtl&^eof^huaia^ 
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frfty; but ^fiftif 1« Jt to nwr to obierte/ffi^t alf my 
information forbids tae to use* tmch a nyle; If. 
ymrpos^tfsfi blearing which is destined to posterity, 
yoti ftre^botm* by^very ^eitiflietit, the most sacrttt 
9tbion% mAoklhd to pre^r^eit. Pb^teriey demands from 
ifH the fifcarty we tio^ enjoy. What [a mout bateftil to 
Rtapoteoi^?' Liberty .--Whtit i» most ^atigerons to hb 
pOWerf MMi liberty .-—Who then triH deny that 
tbe ejtfhietibrt of oiir liberty would fee a sacrifice the 
ihott grateftrl to bts heart. 

Hi poirerWl ^rfon, when much Jrtdtilged, aci^oTres a 
^dteftcfe «lrrttlaf to partial toshoity. Of all pa^ifiotis km* 
bf tiOfi i^ the Yiioiit powerfdK'Nap6!eotihas beeri^ticoeiiif^ 
ih YAi miRfary eareer; and every cxtensroti of his power 
has gWiit frMh rfgomr to hii ambition. Dbes h^ de- 
i/ite pt^e, rtiat he ib^y sofely cotifihel hl^ itfeWi 
lio the t^rdiptJrity Of I'ratfe^^ If ihi kt^^ttxt U 
street;' NipbfeOn' tatr ' hb ititi^ ei thf^uUh jiis l&tt 
c^dominalion, than a drunkard his app^ivt^fbt* ^(lltita^ 
^^i^iibt^^l^ Why. has he^rrekted ffbm -auri-miiidlD^ 
^ttte^i ^ 'tefiiMiMefift^ ^ theiir^ofos AniA f^i^ 
tt^^adOrh the c^al of' thii grfeal t^thil/fhf 
1^'hc'^iitoMsjgetiekk^e}^ tide^ fi^m sbi'Muikdfakig^' 
silOkii bat tiiAt they sfetfulH carry theit vieWs be* 
^^d iWliim*iif1?mhhttwif^ibe&hte^ 
people 4o^dWii4 oo th^ gra^titifettr, aad to hdkf dt^)t$ 
to theiV gteriotis ifestiay ^ TWhti^bahdm&ti, oftett pefi 
mtt» his vlrte^ to be fucked 'by a dlran^j or \fhi 
fcrepaire^Uhem hii eabhbt fihd a ifaarkel fot bis <irbWrdi; 
W'ltfwirfffetfwi'eirahd toerd^arit over tbi d&ay of 
ttnAi'iai'^ii6ihm^ke:' ^lioi^Thmy motrrti fof theit 
irieofdi^lielb^lti battle \ Yet evei^ one seeMs to fbrget 
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hU iodividcud dUtr«9^ when, he considf ii th*. ^ry ^md 
puower of bis.CQiiatry.. .. ,;; ,. 

Oar aoimosity agiuQst a man wbo' ^wa]:U cor 
pJaos^ ia generally in proportion to the aiodour with 
which we pursue them* AH, but Britain, :has fidlen 
under Napoleon's acmf. She defies him. She^hascon*. 
quered him, wheqeyer prudence and skill 1^4 on our 
armies^ but wh^ti^s infinitely more galling to him, she 
proclaims, in the bold tone of liberty, his perfidy md 
tyranny. Can we preserve peace with such a nifaf; 
^as he not announced his hatred against us ; and }m 
He not declared, that it can only become equinct wbeiv^ 
Brit^i^ falls i Why does he, avail hioguself of every, op* 
portunity to show hi^ sentiments towardii U8,,ev^ uponj 
our. defenceless . cpunt^ymefi ,who are hi^ pri«oneii. 
Ma^y %rf| tb^ hisgrd^hip^ tlf^y suffer,, ^apd muny.in 
l^rance would repress thei[n|;{bpt^,they; 4!^i:e,i^ot;;;anj9 
^^ J^^Ply ^.i^^W J rewcflis^rijnce. )s, tb^i j^ocbla the 

, ,;wr^8e. w^ to ce?s^,,it,^a^;extxejj^ly ^rol)iafe^,.tb#t 
the «tatjfj which i« fleflwlif;; t^. giRflufg.yonid ena^e*^ 
l^^d <;]jj4polf on d^bftpj^ }\i^ ff oops ? Jfto^^ of the 

iWP&ifflWa^^ *'f^P^> ^T?8*^«IH^ intQ4be,a?my, .a«4 
weye,he ,to ^i^^anji tl^em| what would be, t|^e conse- 
gi)e«|pe?^.Jj;\e.D;^rcbf^h^ shut up h^ijr^honsf ; the 
^fg^ \ia» cfi]\ed females>J^ his.^abour. i^n.tbe fields, if" 
you ob^^ve twenty employed in husbandry, you will fiq^ 
t^atj^fi,eenare females. jHow dangerous then would it be 
t^^t^i^i} log^e npjon the country ^ch,^ »?f'ft!>!'5ro^ young 
^e^^ J3^^y of whom are withoiat pr^i^essijms ^tii^d ap 
^.^may,I|e presumed, ,^av;e^^equired hubits^vj^ry di^*er-* 
ent from ^ jhose. of pfac?. Were ht to dis^wn^: hi^ 
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}}^d|^t)tlier st^es to Fraace is not firie^dsbipi but ISw» 
But what is of infiditely more weighty witboutan aroijFy 
jbis tl^nmey wiiich is supported neither by opiai<m nor 
^i&otian, would fall. Ho.w tbeu would he dispoce caf 
jm troops? ^a army which is permitted to remain ipf 
^tlv^ becomes foripidable to despotismp; This tb^ 
ll^i^versal voi<;e of history ^declares. Hence it is ob^ 
vJ9Uf tl^at 1^ would be obliged to employ them in fo^ 
ir$4gn conquests, or in foreign settlements. 
... W^uld two men in the heat of. passion, while tb^if 
^ofds were pointed at each others breast, talk of 
friendship i No — the point of the sword miisjtf|pi|l, ajod 
tl^^.eye b{ecofi^,p|iaf3id, "before aTecopciliation c^^ tiike 
]4a^, Such;isthp€aseof Britain and 1^n|ficefl:.ap4riA 
^§|ndoe9 I^ftpoleon talk of pe^qe/ w^^ile ^is; l^t^guag^ 
Ailf})p}ans b^U;^y,sucb hostility, Tb^;spirH of cpi)pt% 
;^t^n mmt pref^e the cessation o£ y(ax, felf^ jff^ncf^ wi^ 
^pn^,4^e m^k. ojf seijriet epmi|y. ^WiU itt^a)^^ 

jglqpo^f .p^fl^e oaft q^^^ist 9Wb^ in- s^SurMy fram^^^ft^ 
4fpft'^jaii^^ifla9^;an{} whenever! jt^iis ha|^pyeyi^^b?|U 

4^<^^'P1^ ^^.PvWic^ W|ce;wil|:jc^apply: Wyi^'iS^S? 
iVjm-^k bill i^l^ds,. ^n,d:;^^uS:>l^ai^e»r^p<^< . :/.,,, ., 
: ??Sfi»iiJf^fHPPnV P^^w^rpr^^^^a .be.pefJflafflWX^ 
Tbo|«i?L«?WW m\ ?f ai?^«r are ipRf t^n^ ,f laf ^iisep4l jy|r^^ 
,Uifiig9y^rnifieflti,,y^ ja;;^ t\w people dewqus of jj^^rev»T 
Jiatjp^if ;Wom1<J t|je shipwrecked merx?l}apt^,;Wi?o haf 
^<^ap|ed on^y, w^h his life, think of again ei^ouuterlug 
ijff stprmi,{jf^>j7-fj^0iemberinghis dangeri^, he woju^ 
'f^ip^<oply,of seci^rity. Such is the.ca^eof the Vrju^t^ 
people-r-The soetnes of anarchy and WoodslvHl af^ ^iii 
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ttvi^ in dieir memoHes; and though they are nee in* 
•ensible to thieir rituaticm--^heit wishes are f^ i^ 
pose* 

What govterns a nation-^a principle of fear^ or the 
force of opinion. Napoleon completely commands the 
troops, who are the masters of the citizens ; and he hat 
coBected around him the learned, hy whom opinions 
con^trouled; while not a sentence can issue from die 
press without his permission. He has therefore no* 
thing to fear from the people, till they acqnire fimmeis 
i^ survey their situation, courage to express their sen- 
timents, and the power of infusing a portion of the^ 
spirit into the army. 

. Since it is extremely improbable that cltit commo* 
Hon can take place in France, what effect would exter» 
tial war haTc on Napoleon's power? His power* has 
been nursed in war; every campaign Ifaas proved the 
extension of has influence^ and it is very unKlcely that 
the Oontinental powers could effect now, what they 
We're unable to accomplish in more favoihraUe circnm^ 
stances. Were the French troops to be exiled agatoA 
any of the powers on the Continent, vmM d^ not fly 
to meet Those whom they had before conquered t They 
would think only of their victories, while their enemies 
would remember only riieii* defeats. The'idisci}dine of 
k drill Serjeant is very different from the ardour of pa^ 
^dtism, and of glory. An undiscipHned multitude^ 
j^lowingwith the most ardent patriotism, would rush to 
certain destruction. An army who feet no interest ill 
the government of their country, or Who have not the 
character of former glory to support, are destitute Mf 
tiie energy which leads to victory. It is those whom 
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fgtrioiitm jDS|nrfi9| md whom dlsciplise oiigfniaMy tbiK 
•tone lure invindble. Wbat is patriotiwoi i Sterv^jMhe 
peaitat— *be is happj in hk €Ottage~Tbe Biiiersble 
tetk retir^meiit*— The boiooi of the happy expMd§^^ 
biff Iboiigbts rise to the goTernmept, w wbicb be coi)* 
iidei^himsdf iftteresled ; beeMse it itganis eq«i% the 
|nkfie and the cottage ; wd he feds soknated to ib^ 
iMblest exertions. 

The people on the continent^ according iomj in-* 
UMrmation, know no «uch sentiment. Tbey indeed 
bate the French^ and lore their cowtcy ; biit tbey. are 
flbt snfficientty asi imilated with the govemaaient to feel 
At entbnsiasm of free men ; a Turk is attached to his 
govenmient by a prtncipk of religion ; a Frenchman 
by the spirit of glory, or according to the Brilisfa 
Mode of tkiakingi by the spirit of canity ; a Briton by 
Ibe most animating of all principles, a principle of 
Kberty ; bni what attaches the people on the continent 
to their respeetive governments? The Continental 
powers . enjoy peace ; let them improve it^ let tJram 
taise the people to an interest in the gbvemment, fott 
If it is in danger, vain is the alarm ; if it proceeds only 
from the palacea of diie grait. 

H^peteon^s moderation in che midst of Ins conqae8l» 
has been praised ; it was urged by policy. Had 
be plaacd bis generals on the thrones of the priai* 
cipal states of Europe, the nobility had they not hcoa 
iaidulgad io their amplttade of psirilegBs, would have 
farme d intrigues against thetr power. Or, bad im 
mUk the monait^b expelled the n6bUi«y^ the peopfe 
ttiider die entfaMiasn of poptthor leaden li^bt bwarm 
againsi bim, and tssHtd the ww back on U$^ 
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'^rofie. He has acted with more prudence. 'He ims 
' surrounded the hirger kitigdomsWith soa^her • dtatel, 
over wfaich he has placed his fViei^ds.' The cabitie^ 
of the coatident must now know, that it is a matter of 
indiflR^rence who reigns to those who are attached to 
'tt dmrt merely by a lore of pomp, luxury, or emolii- 
^eat. Hi^must al^ know that if a people pereeife 
that the subjects of Napoleon's petty states are hap- 
pier than them9e!res/they will be inclined to demand a 
cfamge; J 

This is the advice which common sense would sug- 
gest to the' continental powers. Sacrifice your ambition 
to domestic happiness,; and be more anxious to leul- 
tivate those- provinces which you possess than to ac- 
quire more. Gradually introduce national reform^; 
hasty and violent measures terminate in ruin. Aboikh 
obnoxious privileges, and let the people feel that they 
have an interest in the government. Revise those 
kws, and correct those modes of taxation, whieh are 
instiltibg or oppressive to the lower ranks. Fromote 
agrieukure and commerce. Give them protection^ and 
security, for a man will not plant a tree, nor send a 
skip to sea unless he is confident that tlie produce of 
his industry shall be his own. £ncourage learning ; 
this is best promoted by adopting proper modes of 
instruetion for youth, and then leaving the mtti^ 
Ifee* 

What are the circumstances most dan|;er&ttt to Ni- 
ptHwaaats p6wer. The French revolution, iii' nHy opt- 
niom, proceeded from three causes. 1. The cn^wn re- 
coved too much power. 2. The court, elevated ^too 
uniob above the people^ liegleeted learning; ^^ pittrc^* 
sized it only from motives of vanity. 3. A king from 
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good nature; and a court from the it|&tuatioh of 
luxury, permitted the people after the American war^ 
to assume a tone in their writings most hostile to their 
power. 

Never did a French king possess more power dian 
does Napoleon, yet with admirable policy, admirable 
with regard to himself, he has . collected around him, 
the learned men of the nation, professed himself the 
patron of science, and at the same time fettered the 
press with the chain of despotism* Learning is formi*' 
dable to his power, yet there was only one alternative, 
for had he attempted to crush learning it would have 
rose upon him, and perhaps overturned his throne. He 
has there taken it under his protection ; and here also 
observe his policy; he directs it principally, if not 
solely, to mathematical and physical science; he per- 
mits men to contemplate stones, plants, and animals, 
but not his government; he permits them to pursue 
in their researches the relations or affinities of external 
objects, but not the powers of the human mind, and 
those sublime and endearing ties which unite us tu 
social order. 

The result is obvious. Those habits of reflection 
which physical science is so 'well fitted to produce, 
, will be directed to other subjects, and give rise to 
feelings which will undermine his despotism. France 
' extended her frontiers, seized the Alps and Pyrennees, 
and laid Germany open to her troops. Nothing but 
the infatuation of ambition and vanity would have at- 
tempted more. 

A nation which has acquired a preponderance dciti- 
^ei'ous to other states is alwaysr beheld with jealousy 
^»d dislike; She'inay appear great and powerful, bit 
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t^cM^ ^YM^gf^ «ure dweUfpl, for sbf hfis qeitber the 
fjcii^iubkip of ber o^i^bbours, nor th^ confidence of 

.^ib» WorW* , Qtber oatioB? gradually los^ their mutual 
jealousies, and unite against a power whicb is incon- 

.ri^jipi^ with, tbdr int^^-pi^tg, and contrary to th^ vi^w of 

f^ap tljfi p9W/?rs OP th« Continent entertain respect 
»d regard for Forance ? Consult huojan npature. She 
eitbei: irritated them b;r ii^s^Us ; either conquered 
tJhem> deprived them of provinces aod $pl;iject8, and 
finally demanded tbeir frjif ndship ; or she formed al- 
. liancef with tbew, and xb^n reduc^4 t|ieu> upder ber 
cwtrowL 

At the present momeot Napoleon is imposiqjg; op then 
bis f^golations ^ainat our comno^roe. Can nations 
without hostile jealousy sacri^ce their interests and in^ 
dependence to his despotic sway ? He even proposes 
to brand with marks of infamy those who violate his 
oxd^^rs* These marks will be held in more booonr 
amo«g the people than the badges of bi^ Jegion of bo- 
jHonr. 

Spain, though even completely subdued, will weakOT 

this pcwer* JQe may aiapeliorate the condition of the 

j>cop^ and hid th«n remember the proud indolence 

of tbp courts or the ceremonious imbecility pf tJbe 

Juntiis, but they will rememb^ onjy their iiyurje$ aad 

the a^mbjy of the Cortes. If humanity and honour, 

if the dread of the suffrages of the ff^ andgpod 

in the jpneaent and fntore ages be not ^tinct in Frnnof, 

the scenes which are now passing in Spiuiy ^m rai^ 

^many jm ^j^tmy to Ifapoleon'^ throne. 

. ^t perhaps the cau»e which will prove mott 4m- 

,gerou» in iX9«ffects« is jthe jusmb^ of ftu^^pn ^99lf^ 
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tfiat «rfe itt th6 French service. What motive htt^ thef 
to Mittiate them in bitttl^ ? Warfmre tkbt is atdtloiis 
and protracted must be sustained by soldiers who have 
the sentiments of citizens. The fx)t*elgfi troops :*ill 
ht^Ak the uAHj of fee]iiip; iind enthashtin^ Md betKie 
diminish the atdoiir of the^ Fife&ch ftniiy, saA cofl- 
tk'ibute more effectually, thftti afty other meMK, lo give 
nipoise to the itorld. 

Is it propel* that rtie de§etterd from the French inrmy 
should be taken .into our service ? Governmeat will 
decide the <}ne3tion. It, however, may be observed, 
Ifhat ¥7«re they secretly sent td their resp^tlve cbun- 
M€kf and petliiitted to &I1 quietly into the ramk of 
^li^ens, tAeir simple ttfle \^onld o|>€ll^te perhaps mo¥« 
powerfnlly ag^nst NapoieM thw dl ih^ Infective 
4^Mch evef issned frotti i free pffess. 

llf ^re Naipol^on in the eburse of a gh6rt lime to 
6ease t6 l-eigti, troutd hi£» system of gotiei^niMiift eon« 
titiu^f It is extfemt9y impt'obable tb&t the energy 
#hich 1^ has info/sed itito thd ^y^ttem ^rodld i^^ivd 
Mm: the state of France^ whieb is HaMttitiil, is^ the 
result of the ambition of one man, seconded by thd 
ifi^kktiess Htii seKHhueis^ ef 5Atik)dnditig eabinets. 
IVMt i^ iinnat«irat eatmm be permanent. Besideb, 
«hb hi^ the dA#ifi^ tfm^tieA df T^apollUMI t Who has^ 
AteboflSiiencfe^rf the<fo^ps? Who a* o*e« sWifc^ 
1^ peoj^kf with fe^f^'and ^gteitifie^ tWeem With €b^ htiU 
liancy of his conquests? He #ffl have none gi*eat b*^ 
fern^^. tVhien Am (>drts»I'he <<v&s at timeb doAde- 
sc^etoidin^ arid faniit^:; ^Ut this b^aVi6t^# W^s ineo^i 
^imtit with his pi^icy/Und'he gttidvally As^medlhd 
dffitatie^ arid dig<n*^^ majesty; He ^odli begfiniM 
treat those who surrounded him with indifference, 
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petulance, and even contempt. None but JJisnes^ 
who fell in the last Anstrian war, could approach hiiB: 
with familiarity. 

Is he never condescending ? Yes, but it is the con^ 
descension of a mighty monarch. Every one must 
know his station, every one must know that he is a 
sabject, and he who is conversant with the human 
mind well knows that those who. are treated with in* 
feriority and contempt soon acquire « correspondent 
fedings. 
y He who ascends the throne must have the oon^ 
fidence of the army, and Napoleon will permit none 
to wrest from him the glory of victory. Wherevoi^ 
victory is to be achieved he is present. Had' some 
papular general conquered for him in his several wars, 
by this time it is probablf that he would have ceased 
to reign. - He will allow no general to acquire & dan* 
gerous popularity. Even in the fidd of battle he 
qnakes his geiierals feel a sense of inf^^ricmty ; be 
rides over the ground, previous to the action, in 
their company, hears their remarks, but forms his own 
plluns. 

Would any of bis brothers succeed him f At thf^ 
present moment the French would ridicule the idea of 
Jerome feigning over them. Joseph, according to my 
information, is not a man to aspire to such a dangerous 
situation. ^Joseph and Louis the most respectable of 
bis brothers have deserted him. 

Wopld any of bis ministers succeed him i They ^ 
approach him with profound respect; even Talleyrand 
must know bis will before he has the boldness to open 
\^ Mps. U bis mmttet's pbms are good be warmly ap« 
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ji^fiU tihem ; if ibey are, bad be diifsehts in the most 
timid aad plausible language. 

:Tbe business of government is generally divided 
into dilfefent departmenU^ and its functions are not 
Msp^nded by the death of the prince. Such is cer- 
(IfUiilyjiol the govemaient of Napoleon. Jealous of 
U^.tKiwer^ he fear^ to shar-e it with others, while every 
fi^i^ imoBt whatever source it orignates> seeips to pass 
i(bffOUgh his mjnd> and to take its particular character 
iromhis policy and caprice. He brieves himself 
equal to his arduous situation. These are the compli- 
mmts.f^ bis courtiers. Our emperor knows every 
tUog) hiS'Can do every thing. The language of adula* 
4ioQ ia soM mistaken for the language of truth. . 
. Wboeivjer considers the charaqter and history of the 
JEtoa^:3«iU pei*ceive that their actions are principally 
-4kerirc»iuU of feeling and passioui and that these some* 
.iim«s urge the whcJe nation with ardour in the pursuit 
lof ; S€«ne fevourite object. The enthusiasm of ,tl» 
fnbok 'nation .bas been directed to war and conquest 
JBcith»iiiaam decay s, for notlung ean be p^man^ai 
3ivhtch is not founded on a sense of interest, or the die* 
^tiites.of reason. Does interest den>and> or does reason 
'SanctfioJi their wars and coiiquests i While they are 
ipitootpied by the aoabition of the ruler> they serve only 
-toif^ltfy the .Canity of the people ; but even this fed- 
ing must in time give way to a sense of interest o^ 
misery. 
. In Qermany the JPrench army fought those who had 
efym been their enemies, and who wished to conquec 
^hem ; hut; what have the Spaniards done i The Spar 
nish W9f is extremely unpopuhur in . France. . The 
^Idiej, instead of being animated with the hope of 
pHind^r or glory, is obliged to undergo every priva* 
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tion^ and his glatj is that of eotiqneriiig dtiseia ai4 
peiisants who desire to be ftee. 

Many seem disposed to depvive Napoleoa (tfthe 
character df ft' gr^at politfckiny aAd^eveti of a gMatg^ 
nerah The attempt is certMnlif kradaMe^ tkrongh ite 
atcompHshm^nft of it may be (MleoH; To Mtn]bt!l4 
'Urn i^rimes of which he is iatiocent iseontraij'-to^^ftMiy 
hoaonrable pvmeiple; yet to>dedilce itt feien K o i i *iViM|i 
bis aetk>ns>difterent Akmki those of his admifcirs^ U^f 
«akhig^atiberty which is alkm^d iki every dejpartaitdt 
olF science* / ' '' * 

. A'Frenchinaatearty&tolfve wholly for sociotyj «aMl 
lis opink>a8 become the galde of his condhict. * %iime 
is a standard of fashioo, of raanaers^ and ei^eo of ink^ 
tue; aad great merit, wfaatevet his principtes »ay«bei 
consists* iR adapting himseif 1n> it with fteHUiy-aKik'OM^ 
r€c0ie9s^ If you know the ohat^acttsr 06 bno > nrcnob^ 
man yon^ kaow^ I'he chavaeter of the wh^'uiikNi. 
The mannars of a people, and the charaoter iaC die 
goverment naturally i^et each other. What an 
lllo Btan^rds by which states pr<^Bss to p^okte 
theniselv«ST-^Mio M^/jnstioe, and Tirtue. Toitbise 
Kfeipoleon always regtilates his langaage, howeiper bt 
may deviate ftom theni in his manners. Hen46'<tha 
papera rda^ive to this eomHiy, which is^ue £Kiai hi» 
oabin^, sbodd not be published h^ve without a €xmp^ 
mient. 

The people have sufficient discernment to pefcti^« 
their laUacy-^tbU is dfiimg them a compliment at the^ 
axpMM ci# prttdeacew CMUDents do indeed somettmet 
a«tonip«iny the R«aeh oft<}ial papers ; but it U paiH 
pA to observe^ that they i^re often destitute eqvalfy of 
lempev and argument ; and that they serve only to lA 
the eaus^ whioh thej mean to. airport. The 
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jiflCM b Fraode is likem poor Alti^w> who is ttiuo^ 
id serviiude, Md fofced toklxHif ui the sarv&ce of ^biip 
who. has. made him a slave. Every tbio^ 19 oi4ctliaed 
f^ riiow and deecf^kioib In N^poI^M's hii]kti«9> U 'm 
QSuaUj' ohflerved, thatti cypher is inbtracted from, iht 
WQ^uiU of bis killed and wouoded ; while my iaformations 
leads me to saapeet the Uutb of those isapraveiMots 
ift the suee of France, which aie freoi time to time 
amuiltnoed to the worlds 

. TheFVeBoh oHrertiiroed thear govemmei^i:, e#d 4e^ 
chared themselves free; yet it certaioly m«y he a qifes** 
Imoh^^How farare they capable of freedom? Liberty ifi 
hieosbed with, our history and mantiersi U breather 
ihroogh oar laagaage and leamii\g, and aaimatee 
every principle and action. The Freoeh language i^ 
ihatVf politeoeas — the Bogrish is that in which philo- 
sophy and hberty .would choose to wpresa thenaselves. 
The British talk wi^ respect of tho^e who huve stood 
ionnaid the champions of liberty. The Ffeiu^ tal^ 
^wtth athmratton of those g^erab or statesmen whp 
huie contribnted to the glory o£ the prince* We are 
«u»ehed to our mMuuoh, because we are attached to 
:the ocmstitotioD ; and we lespeicl him, because we re- 
spfKst hb virtues* ^ 

la Fraaoe^ the pec^e seem to fofget the vices wd 
Nepotism of the prinee in ibeir admiration of bis 
l^y and power. Do we complain that learning is not 
Mflkiently patronized. Let us codiole oi^rselves, thai 
in some respects, our constitution has done more than 
passonized leasoing^— it has left it free. We csn mege 
tlnrQiigh the wide fieU of science ; we can rise to the 
sublimity of virkne^ of patfiotiun> and of every senti»» 
ment that ennobles bnman nature. But ia France gei» 
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idhis ttQst pause;' wkib often mmmdifiii <rf its dignii^ 
it bends at the foot of despotism, and asks its reward. 

A love of splei|K)dur is a predominant featnre in the 
•French cbaracteir. In our arrangements we stncty 
titility and convebience. The French seem to sacri« 
fice every consmeration to show***dieir dress, tb^ 
furnfltnre; in fi^e, every thing seems to solicit admira- 
tion. In order to be beloved, it is not necessary dmi 
our monarch should strike us with Ins s{dendoar^^ 
the simplicity of his virtues more effsctuatty endears 
him to our respect, l^he Friench require to bedazzled 
with the pomp of majesty, while they are more struck 
with those qualities, which render a prince dangerous 
as a despot, than with those qualities, which render 
liim amiable as a man. 

The French are fond of gaiety, and are in perpetaal 
purstiit of amusement. If a misfortune happens to a 
FVenchinan, he will grieve, and express his feelings m 
moving language, • for all his feelings must be coafr- 
municated ; but next hour, you will, perhaps, meet 
him in the ball-room, or theatre; If the misfortune 
happens to his friend, he will condole with him, in fine 
expressions ; but in a few minutes, you, perhaps, wtB 
hear him humming an opera tune. Let us be happy, 
seems to be the universal language of every lip anid 
countenance. If a man cannot read, he caa at least 
dance ; and if he has only enough to purchase a dinner^ 
be will content himself with a crust of bread, an4 go 
to the theatre. 

' The French are a polite and feeling people. VirtMS, 
founded not on manly principles but in feeling, in msr 
favourable circumstances terminate in vices. Feeling 
is easily impaired, and when that which protects^ lu^ 
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BMUittjr is OYi^XQQWLe, nothing can defend us from re- 
Tenge and fime^y. Besides, the moment we act con*» 
^ary to feelingi we are contcious -of self '. reproach ; 
1^ this state of painful irritation pnMnpU.us to re^ 
yeng^ ourselves on die obijeist wb^h caused it. Henoe 
all.tbe cruelty during the French revolution. ' If this 
principle in buman nature, which I have advanced, be 
correct, we will no longer wonder that those who are 
melted iuto tears by the orator, the actor, or even by 
a simple tale, should yield to inhumanity and cruelty. 

In speaking of opr enemy, there are some among us, 

who use the expressions — that unhappy people — that 

unhappy nation ! Why make assertions which every 

one, who dares to write, in France, will deny. — ^Why 

make assertions which the appearance of the people 

seems to contradict — even during the revolution they 

did not cease their gaiety. It is enough for us to 

know, that the characters of the people of the two 

nations are .very different ; and that the French system 

of government would deprive us of every thing which 

we value as men, and as Britons ; it would deprive us 

of liberty, and possessing the sentiments of freemen, 

we I would become, the most wretched of slaves. What 

is most valuable to man i — Personal security. If in 

France you are obnoxious to the government, you are 

dragged from your friends, and thrown into a dungeon. 

The public know not your fate, or if they do, they dare 

not speak aloud in the cause of justice. Next to the 

security of the person, the security of property is 

deemed most sacred. If a person is rich in France, 

and not friendly to the government, the arbitrary ca- 

priciousness with which the taxes lare levied, soon lays 

hold on his wealth. If you have a son, be is sent to 
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the army. If hi deteiis, and eiflkM others to tA^ 
tffSla^mny him, be is ^t;. but if ho 10 not the rtng^ 
leader, be is oaly doomed to fbe ga)ley», that n, he ii 
chaiDed^i and aent to the piblic worki^i What is mor<$ 
agreeftble Uiav freedom of dtvcoul-de ; yet in Franee 
vlntuti confidence isJost; mistniftt and fear Ate di?* 
jfaled through the wiole nation. Those wfa^ are i^oiH 
neeced widi gosrenitnent inspire fear, wMle a mnltitade 
^.spiesi who^fre more expensive, it is obserired, to Na-^ 
poleto th^nr even his army^ insinuate thedsselves into 
almost every home and company. 



THE KN». 



V, Bell and Co. Pniilttrs, SU Jolia*% SqHart, Londoiu 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



